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C H A P. XIV. 

I VISIT THE fiANKS OF THE GARONNE 

DESCRIPTIONOF MY COUNTRY HOUSE- 
FALL IN LOVE WITH CLAUDINE, MY 
FARMERS* DAUGHTER.— AN ACCOUNT 
OF MY AMOUR.— DEATH OF CLAUDINE, 

AND HER INTERMENT. FATAL EF- 

FECTS OF A BAD EDUCATION.— REASONS 
FOR BEING SO PARTICULAR IN THE 
. ACCOUNT OF MY AMOUR.— I PREFER 
MYSELF TO ALL MY COUNTRYMEN. 

IN the preceding Chapter I omitted 
to mention that I made many 
attempts to fee the DtrKE of 
VOL, II. B^ Orleans^ > 
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Orleans, without ever being ad- 
mitted to his prefence ; but accident , 
throwing me in his way one morn- 
ing in St. James's Park, I had an 
opportunity of obferving, that great 
Men, like great Wits, have Iprae- 
times ftiort memories, for he either 
did not know me, or afFe£ted to treat 
me like a ftranger. Upon my com- 
municating RoBESPiERRE*s mcflagc 
he affumed an air lefs forbidding, 
thanked me for my intelligence, and 
ordered me to return to Paris im- 
mediately. 

With this command I did not in- 
tend to comply, for two fufficient 
reafons. Firft, I was juft then me- 
ditating the defiga of looking into the 

contents 
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contents of my mafl:er*s ftrong box, 
^nd this attention to my own afFaira 
claimed an indilputable priority. 
Next, as the Police of Paris would 
mbft probably have fpeedy notice of 
the tranfaftion, and they might en- 
tertain fentiments different from 
mine about the partition of ef- 
fects without the confent of on6 of 
the parties, the Capital feemed to 
me by no means an eligible place for ' 
my immediate refidence* 

I HAD heard much of the beauty 
of the Banks of the Garonne, fo I 
refolved to bend my courfe towards 
Languedoc. While my carriage 
was gettingready at Calais, I gave 
4:he Nephew of Damien^ by letter, a 

B 2 fliort 
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V 

fhort account, which I knew would 
divert him nnuch, of my manner of 
dividing with the Marquis, and de- 
firing him to dire£l a line to me at 
Toulouse, when he was certain I 
could be of lervice to my country 
by my prefence at Paris. As that 
could not be, till there was no law 
left, and every thing put upon a 
right footing, I knew I could then 
make my appearance without the 
leaft danger. 

In the neighbourhood of Toulouse 
I found fo many habitations fit for 
my purpofe, which were then unoc- 
cupied, that I was for fome time 
perplexed about an option. A cir- 
cumflance at lafi: determined me, to 

which 
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which I look back at this moment 
with a recolieftion fo pleafing, that 
were I to omit a particular account of 
it, well might I be accufcd of want 
of fidelity in my Confeffions. 

A VERY creditable-looking houfe, 
with offices in perfect repair, a good 
garden, pleafant fields, and from the 
fide of a hill well wooded command- 
ing a noble reach of the river, in- 
duced me ^to make fbme enquiries 
about it. After the grounds had been 
Ihewn me by the Farmer that 
took care of them in the abfence 
of the mafter, who was then at 
Paris, he told me his Daughter 
Claudinb was within, had the 
keys of the apartments, and would 

B 3 have 



^ THE CONFESSIONS OF 

have the honour to attend me^ if I. 
thought proper to examine theni* I 
never beheld a countenance where 
opennefs, and what is called Honefty^ 
feemed to be embeliiflied byfuch come- 
ly features. An air and afpeft fo unconm- 
mon made me, as we walked together^ 
a little inquifitive about his hiftory. 

'' He had lived/' he faid, ** chiefly 

in that Province, '* where he had long 
** been happy with a wife, as good as 
** (he was beautiful, but (he was now 
** in a better place, where he humbly 
** hoped, when his days Vvcrecount- 
** ed, Heaven would be pleafed ag.iin 
" to unite him to her.'*— ** The death 
*' of her two fons in the laft war in 
** America," added he, with a big 

tear 
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tear fallinor down his cheek, ** was 
* f too much for her; fhe langoifhedand 

** died of ir. I have a daughter left, and 

*' ftie now is every thing to me. She 

" is the pride of my heart, and when 

** you fee her. Sir, I think you will not 

** wonder at her fa therms fondnefs.'* 



Alas I good Bbrtrakd (for that 
was the name of nay venerable con- 
duftor), the careful Shepherd clofes 
the fold againft the wolf, which 
thou openeft. I followed him to the 
houfc. -From a parlour on the left 
fide of the hall, a female voice (which 
the door of the room being but half 
(hut I could hear diftinftly) was juft 
about to clofe a fong in fuch fweet 
accents as might have made the 

chord of fympathy vibrate, even in 

B 4 the 
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the breaft of a Dutchman. We ftoocf 
ftill at the door for a moment. " It 
** is my daughter,*' fays the old man, 
** flie is at her wheel ; thus always 
** does h«r fong beguile her labour.** 



Finding (he had ceafed to warble, 
we entered. At our entrance up rofe 
from a wheel placed oppofite to an open 
window which looked upon the river, 
fuch a form as Gu i do ""s hippie ft 
pencil would have failed to equal. I 
had {ten, I thought, female beauty 
in its perfedlion both in England 
and in Ireland, but there the con-^ 
templation was diftant and hopelefs ; 
here I could examine one oi:)je<3: at 
leifure, unawed by the idea of fupe- 
rior rank, and unattainable pofleffion. 
Had fuch a form been prefented to 

ZeuxI5. 



v 
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Zeuxis, he would hav^e fearched no 
further, but taken her for the model 
of his Helena. 

Her age feemed to be under 
twenty, and fhe wore the becoming 
drefs of the girls of the province, 
except that Uer little feet were at their 
cafe in flippers, and not comprefled 
by the unyielding texture of the 
fabots of the country. All the nria- 
terials. too of which her habit was 
,eompofed were finer. Prom the 
delicato whiteaefs of her ivory taper- 
ing fingers, and the beautiful ar«i 
:^kpvc them, it- was plain they h»l ^ 
never been employed in , any -eoarfe 
or vulgar labour. Such an air pf 
grace and dighity was fpread over 

B ^ her 
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her whole appearance, that one 
ipight have imagined feme Lady of 
the firfl: diftinftion had chofen that 
4refs for a mafquerade, to make love- 
linefs more lovely. 

" My Child/' fays Bert rand, 
*^ fliew this Gentleman the houfe ; 
** he has thoughts of becoming our 

** Landlord.** At hearing this (he 
lifted up her glofly eyes to my tre- 
mendous face for an inftant, and 
with a fort of painful expreffion, 
which fhe could not entirely conceal, 
as quickly caft them down again, as 
if unable to bear the examination of a 
vifage in every rcfpedt foperfeftly un- 
likeherown. For the firft time in my 
lifelfeltalittle vexed at my uglinefs, 

and 



JAMES BAPTISTB QOUTEAU. II 

and wiftied in vain for the difguifing 
malk of the Profeflbr of Population 
in London. I glanced at my legs, 
in hopes her looks would take the 
fame direftion ; but no, the ground 
was preferable. 

With a refpe£lful inclination of 
her head jfhe led the way, and I fol- 
lowed. In every chamber I detained 
her as long as poffible, alking num- 
berlefs queftions upon points about 
which I was utterly indifferent, to 
protra£t the infinite gratification 
which I felt in beholding her. When 
it would have been fufpicious to have 
loitered longer, I pretended to be fa*- 
tisfied, and we returned to the hall, 
where we found her father; Shfe 

B 6 paiTed 
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paffed into the parlour," and left us ttf 
conclude our bargain. 

To conceal the real purpofe for 
which every fiery particle in my - 
veins was flaming, I pretended little 
difficulties about fmall articles of ac- 
eommodation, which I knew could 
be removed eafily, and at laft doled 
finally with all the terms mentioned 
by the refpeftable BertrAnd. That 
he Ihould take care of the land, and 
his bewitching daughtei" continue 
her government of the houfe and fu-^ 

perintendency of the dairy, were 
conditions indifpehfible* I may per* 
haps be accufed of inattention to my 
finances for not endeavouring to fti- 
pulate fbme abatement of the rent, 

which 
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tvhich was very coafiderable; but 
when thfe Reader hears, that let that 
have been what it would, I never 
meant to pay 4 fingle livre of it, he 
will agree with me the pomt was 
hardly worth contefting. 

My impatience to be under the 
fame roof with this beautiful creature 
brought me next day to take poflef- 
fion of my new manfion. I had 
a hundred queftions to afk, wjiich 
Claudine only could anfwen A 
fecond infpeftion of the houfe was 
neceffary, and Ihe was my con- 
duftrefs. No Engineer, preparing 
to attack a fortified place, ever ftudied 
the plan with more care than I exa- 
mined the doors and palTages which 

led 
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led to her bed-chamber^ With infinite 
mortification I perceived, that tho^ 
Ihe behaved to me with great refpe^V, 
and invariablegood-hunK)ur,her aver- 
fion to look at me ft ill continued:. 
So anxious was I to remove this dif- 
pofition in her, fo adverfe to my pur- 
pofes, that I tried to foften my voice, 
naturally more rough tfean Boreas, 
into the genileft accents : nay, I went 
fo far as to fit down to a glaf$, endea- 
vouring to model my features into 
the moft engaging expreflion of 
which they were capable. I prac- 
tifed a fmile, and it made me appear 
but more ferocious ; as to my fquint, 
I found at once it was defperate, fo I 
loft no time in fruitlefs experiments. 
Nothing but the Pall Mall Malk 

could 
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could improve me. In a rage I broke 
the glafs to (hivers, and contented 
myfelf with concluding, that I was 
bom to command^ and not to infi'* 
Buate. Self-love is never without a 
fubterfuge. 

As my paflion for this lovely gid 
increafed daily, it was time to think 
of concerting fbme plan to fecure 
its gratification. Old Bertrand 
watched the golden fruit like the 
Hefperian Dragon, His prefence 
being moft unpropitioustothe fuccefs 
of my amours, it became neceflary 
to remove him. He had more than 
once obferved to me, that the ftock 
of cattle was by no means fufficient 
for the quantity of my land, and that 

Ifhouia 
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I fhould lofe confiderably by delay- 
ing to incrcafe it. Nothing could 
be more fortunate. As his Ikill and 
probity were unqueftionable, I gave 
him a ^commiffion to purchafe for 
me, in perfon, whatever number of 
iheep. and. oxen he thought neceflary; 
and the countrv under the Pyrenees 
being the place fixed upon where 
they could be beft procured, his 
journey thither, and his return, re- 
tarded too by the flow march of my 
cattle, would unavoidably take up 
fufEcient time to allow oppof- 
portunities enough for the execution 
of my amorous operations. Fare-^ 
well, good Bertrand ! With the 
innocence of a Patriarch, thou art 
gone upon a Patriarch's errand, and 

no* 
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BO Angel will meet thee on the way, 
and turn thee back to avert the woe 
which is at home preparing for thee* 
He embraced his weeping daughter 
. tenderly at parting, but little knew 
it was his laft embrace. 

AFTtR Bertrand's departure^ 
pretending I could not bear to be left 
quite aiorte in the evening in a place 
wher< I was' a ftranger, I prevail^ 
ed upo« Claudinb to bring her 
guitar and play to me, and I detain- 
ed her afterwards to a little fupper 
which (he always ordered for me. I 
tpok care that not a word fliould 
efcape me to give her delicacy the 
flighfceft alarm ; nay, I talked with 
fuch feeming fervour in praife of Re- 
ligion, 



I J TKE CONFESSION? OF 

ligion, Virtue, and on feveral mora^ 
topics, that (he began to liften to me 
with fatisfadion. When a little dif- 
fimulation can anfwer a good pur- 
pofe, as in the prefent inflrance, no 
Philofppher, no Reformer need bcr 
afhamed of it. In this cafe, the end 
was to fandify the means. I talked 
like what is cialled a Good Man, that 
what is alfo vulgarly called Evil 
might come of it ; and fuch being 
the motive, the proudcft Patriot in 
France need not blufh to have con- 
duced himfelf as I did. 

To feel 2ny real refpeftfor Religiotr 
or Virtue would be difgraceful to an 
enlightened undcrftanding, but ta 
aifed it may be fbmetimes merito- 

rious* 
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rious. The name of God, or of 
Heaven, never efcaped from the role- 
bud lips of this irmocent creature 
without being accompanied with 
fach a look of reverence and devotion 
as proved too plainly how badly (he 
had been educated. An obje<9: of 
diftrefs, or a tale of pity,, imme- 
diately called up a tear into her eye, 
and her fair bofom heaved with lym- 
pathy. Had I burfl: upon her at 
once in all the fplendor of impiety, 
flie would probably have funk under 
it, like Semele under the celeftial 
panoply of Jupiter, and I (hould 
have fruftrated my own wifhes by 
attempting an injudicious method of 
accomplifhing them. No; my mode 

oi 



20 THE CONFESSIONS OF 

of proceeding was right, and. thr 
fucccfs evinces it. 



Three evenings paffed in the 

harmlefs manner 1 have defcribed 

already ; I refolved to dedicate the 
fourth to the little God of Love, 

not ill defcribed by Horace, *• as 
*• (harpening his burning arrows .on 
^* an enfanguined anvil i" 

" Semper ardcntes acuens fagitta^ 
" Cote crucnta.'* 

On the fourth, after my unfufped!- 
ing miftrefs had played and fung,. 
and talked of her abfent father, the 
time of whofe expsded return (he 
had exadtly calculated, we (at down, 
as ufual, to fupper. At Touloufc 

I had 
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I had procured a fleeping potion, 
which the Quack who fold it aflured 
me, would in lefs than an hour after 
its abforption coniign even the hun- 
<lred eyes of Argus to a ftate of pro- 
found fomnolency. I was now to 
make the experiment, for the draught 
had been carefully infufed into a 
bottle of fmall weak wine of the 
country, of which Claudine com- 
monly drank two or three glaflcs, 
mixed however with water, before 
fhe retired from the parlour. *' Q 
** true Apothecary !^' cried I, like 
Romeo, for her long dark eye-laflies 
feemed to be almoft weighed down 
as (he was riling from her chair to 
leave me. 

The 
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1'hie apartment where (he llept 
was in a wing feparated from the 
body of the houfe, and commu- 
nicating by a pretty long paflagc. 
The key of her chamber was in my 
pofleffion, and there being no bolt 
to the door on the infide, flie could 
not have excluded me, even had (he 
thought any precaution neceflary. 

Let any of my Readers^ who has 

felt the gentle flame of Love, judge 

with what impatience I waited near 

a quarter of an hour till I was certain 

of her being in a place fit for my re* 

ception. With a dark Ian thorn, and 

the torch of Cupid to guide my foot- 

ftep5kt I traverfed the paflage, and 

afcended to her chamber. The afFefted 

fqucamifh- 
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fqueamiihnefs of ibme female Critics 
muft prevent my dwelling on parti- 
culars. As the Grecian Artift, dc- 
{pairing to exprefs the fatherly j?n- 

guifli of Agamemnon at the facri- 
fice of his daughter, concealed his 
countenance in the piSure, fb will I 
throw a veil of filence over this moft 
interefting tranfadion. Let it fuf- 
fjce to fay, I was contented ; I was 
blefled even to fatiety. All the rap* 
tures which beauty, in a ftate of in- 
fenfibility, could beftow, I enjoyed 
ill the keeneft perfedlion. Having 
locked the door at the outfide to pre- 
vent accidents, I retired to my bed, 
hoping that the fweet image of 
Claudine would not fail in dreams 
to vifit me. 

Next 
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Next morning, after having conned 
over a fpeech full of tendemefs ^icl'ac-^ 
knowledgnaents for the favours with 
whichftiehad never intended tohonout 
n>e, I mounted to the bower which 
con tamed the perlbn of my lovely de* 
fpoiled LucRETiA. Her cap was ott 
the ground, her bright auburn hair 
fpread over her {houlders in wild dif- 
order,and a look of the deepeft anguifh 
and defpair too ftron gly imprinted on all 
her expreffive features. As 1 attempted 
to approach, flie ftarted up with an air 
of frenzy, buried her face in one of 
the bed-curtains, damped with her 
little feet againft the floor, and with 
an impatient motion of her white 
arm tried to waft me from her pre- 
fence. The little fpeech which I had 

prepared, 
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prepared, I thought too good to be 
loft, fb I uttered it, but it only 
(eemed to increafe her diftraftion. 



I RESOLVED to give hcr one trial 
more before I proceeded to the laft 
extremity. My reception was rather 

worfe than at firft, and I could obferve 
(he was faft vergin g to a ftate of infanity. 
No time was to be loft. BeRtrand 
was foon to return ; — fuppofing her 
to run mad, flie might in fome lucid 
interval reveal the caufe which had 
impaired her reafbn, and there being 
then fome law in France, the 
breaftsof my Judges, perhaps, might 
never have felt the tender paffion, 
and they might advert only to the 
VOL. IK c fa£t^ 
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fa£t, without due allowance for the 
temptation. 

With that decifion which always 
marks a manly charadler, I took my 
meafures immediately. More than 
three days had pafled fincc my fair 
captive (at leaft to my knowledge) 
had taken any nourifhment ; for tho* 
I conftantly carried up food to her, 
and of the niceft kind, it feemed to 
me to remain untafted. She loved 
milk, it was her favourite diet. In 
about a quart of milk I mingled a 
ftrong infufion of the fineft arfe- 
nic, and left it in her light upon a 
table* My tendernefs for her was 
ftill fuch, that 1 would give her no- 
thing 
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thing unpalatable and difgufting. 
Next day before I unlocked the door, 
profound {Uence within, announced 
to ixie her cataftrophe. Her face, 
though a good deal diftorted by con- 
vulfions from the poifon, ftill retained 
more beauty than ftie had left perhaps 
behind her in the province. A book 
of devotion lay upon the table before 
the chair fbe died in, and a letter 
from her father I found crumpled up 
in one of her hands, which I fuppofe 
proceeded from her expiring fpafms ; 
for, poor girl ! while fhe could do it^ 
fhe was fond of fmoothing and fold- 
ing up things very neatly. 

Seeing all right, I waited for 
darknefs to conclude her- obfequies. - 

c. 2 At 
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At midnight I put her, with her fa- 
ther's letter undifturbed in her hand, 
and her praying book, into a large 
fack which lay empty in the granary 
for corn ; then raifingthe whole with 
one arm, and cafting it behind me, I 
trudged towards the bridge at about 
half a mile's diftance. Light as (he 
was, I continued groping about for 
near ten minutes before I could find 
a ftone to put into the fack weighty 
enough to fink her. From the centre 
arch of the bridge I dropped my cold 
burden into the middle of the river, 
liftening to hear it defcend to the 
bottom ; and I will venture boldly to 
affirm, that earth or water never re- 
ceived the remains of a more beauti- 
ful creature. 

Who 
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Who can refledl upon this whole 
bulinefs without feeling indignation 
againft early prejudices, and a mif- 
taken fyftem ! Had this fie crea- 
ture's, this paragon's exiftence been 
prolonged to the prefent illuminated 
hour, how different might have been 
her condition ! Had (he but lived to 
fee divorces fanftioncd by the Legif- 
lature, to fee the mothers of a pro- 
iriifcuous offspring prefenting at the 
Bar of the Nation the lifping pro- 
duce of their unreft rained inconti- 
nence, and claiming for it public ho- 
nours and diftinftion, how muft (he 
have defpifed the narrow notions 
which Priefls and Parents had in- 
ftilled into her I Inftead of falUng a 
viftim to an over-delicate and falfc 

c 3 ien* 
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fenfibility, fhc would have found 
herfelf raifed to a higher rank in 
fociety ; and difdaining the fuperfti* 
tious forms and ceremonies of Monks 
and Churchmen, and fnapping her 
fingers at the Altar, herfelf a free 
citizen, flie might have raifed up free 
citizens to her country. 

Poor Claudine I I did not wiOi 
to deftroy her ; I loved her, tenderly 
loved her, and {he died an oblation^ 
■not to my inhumanity, but to a mif- 
taken faith, and to prejudices im- 
bibed from the nipple. Let the iii-^ 
dignant world cry out with me^ 
*' Thefe are the efFefts of fuper- 
** ftition ; tantumrerigropotultfuudere 
^' tnaJorumy 

Every 
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Every thins; beingr now finiflied 
to my fatisfaftion^ I returned to my 
houfe, not a little fatigued with my 
labour, and drenched with rain,which 
had fallen inceflaatly. A cold roaftcd 
turkey, and above two bottles of the 
beft wine of Bourdeaux foon re- 
ftored me to my accuftomed vigour, 
and a long found fleep, unfolicited by 
an opiate, completed the renovation 
of all my powers. 

I HAVE dwelt more particularly on 
all the circumftances of the ad- 
venture juft recited than upon any 
other to be found in my Confeflions, 
becaufe I can recur to it with the 
moft complete fatisfli£tion. In this 
atchievement no one can claim a 

c 4 (hare 
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ihare with me : nihil cohors, nihil 
iurma decerpit. The idea, the plan, 
the execution, were all my own* I 
fludied the charafters I had to deal 
with, and governed them ; I watch- 
ed for every accident, and bent 
it to my intereft; I forefaw every 
difficulty, and I removed it. The 
Duke of Orleans boafts that he 
has fpread deftrudlion wider, that 
he has (hed more innocent blood 
than any Reformer of our country. It 
may be fo, biit how has he done it ? 
By money and the agency of others. 
Danton, Thuriou, Madame 
Teroigne, Sansterrf, Merlin, 
RoBEspiERRF, Marat, Cannot 
count their (lain. If that be the firft: 

teft of public virtue, I feel no infe- 
riority ; 
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riority ; I wifli not to depreciate 
their merits, but let any of them 

(hew me a period of their lives to be 
compared with my fliort refidence 
on the Banks of the Garonne. To 
which would a Plutarch give the 
preference ? Alexander had his 
paflage of the Granicus, Pompey 
his vidory over the Pirates, Cjesar 
his taking Alesia, Marlborough 
his HccKSTET ; Turenne, Conde, 
Villars, Saxe, Cornwallis, 
every Hero has had his favourite at- 
chievement. Let the Rape and 
Death of Claudine be engraved on 
my tombftone. This, however, may 
be prefumption ; for, after all, not 
I, but the world muft determine. 
Self-love is a great deceiver. 

c 5 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 

MY RETURN TO PARIS. SUMMARY OF 

EVENTS PREPARATORY TO THE REVO- 
LUTION.— PATRIOTISM OF THE DUK]& 
OF ORLEANS.— ADVANTAGES OF NU- 
MEROUS POPULAR ASSEMBLIES.— FLOU. 
RISKING CONDITION OF THE FRENCH 
REPUBLIC. 



EVERY thing for my eafe and 
fecurity feemed to have been 
arranged in the whole afiair with my 
late miftrefs, of obftinate memory* 
by fome power propitious to the 
tender paffion. Juft as her father 
might have been expcfted to return 
(to whom I fhould have been per- 
plexed to account in a fatisfa6lory 
manner for her difappearance), I 

found 
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found a fliort note from the Nephew 
of Damien, direfted for me at 
Thoulouse, in thefe words : " The 
** States General are aflembled at 
** Versailles; every thing wears 
** the moft promiling afpecft ; the 
*' Duke wiflies to fee you at Paris. 
** Lofe not a moment/* 



This was in the fummerof 1789. 
In lefs than half an hour I was in a 
chaife with the horfes heads turned 

towards the Metropolis, and I could 
not help laughing heartily, while I 
figured to myfelf the wonder and 
ftupefa£tion of old Bertrand, when 
he fhould return from the moun- 
tains with his cattle, and find neither 
the mafter nor daughter he had left 

c 6 behind 
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behind him. The peafants about the 
place, and two poor drudges kept in 
thehoufefor the meanertoffices^could 
give him no fatisfaftioil ; and I, the 
only perfon in thelccret, being con- 
vinced that nothing I cJould tell him 
would make things much bettei", re-* 
(blved to leave him to expatiate in 
the wide region of conjefture, or to 
look for his confolation to the pro* 
lpe£t of being again united to his be-* 
loved wife by a fecond marriage with 
her in another world. 

Objects of fb much greater im- 
portance then occupied my mind^ 
and have ever fince kept pofleflion of 
it, that this good man, with his herds 
and flocks^ and his beautiful daugh- 
ter, 
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tef, never once entered rny head till 
I fat down to ranfack my memory ^ 
for the ferles of my adventures, after 
1 had refolved to gratify the public 
with their recital* 

THfe glorious events which fince 
the year 1789 have followed /each 
other in fuch rapid fucceffion in 
France, feem in a degree to have 
obliterated the recolleftion of thofe 

primary paflages which prepared the 
way for them. It will not there- 
fore be impertinent, in a fummary 
manner, juft to touch upon them ; 
and it will appear, that tho\ perhaps, 
all that fublime confufion and anarchy 
which have filled mankind with 
fuch aftonifhment might not have 

been 



A 
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been expected to refult from them, 
yet that they fhould be attended with 

4 

very important confequences was at 
leaft inevitable. 



That twenty-five million^ of 
Slaves fhould in a few weeks become 
Freemen, was fufficiently wonderful; 
but that twenty-five millions of 
Slaves fhould be converted into an 
equal number of Tyrants, the moft 
cruel and fanguinary that any por- 
tion of the globe ever groaned under, 
mud appear much more augufl and 
tremendous ; that one of the mofl 
anticnt and befl e{l:ablifhed mo- 
narchies in the world fhould be fub- 
verted almoft before it was menaced ; 
that a King, beloved by his people, 

efleemed 
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eftcemed for hia good qualities, and 
never convi<Sed of one a 61 of op- 
preflion, (hould lofe his head upon 
a fcafFold_; that the proudeft Nobi- 
lity in Europe fliould be exiled, 

beggared, or butchered ; that a ve- 
nerable Religion, and its Hierarchy, 
fhould be almoft aboliflied ; that 
prefcriptive privileges, rights, laws, 
cuftoms, and property, fliould be torn 
up by the roots and trampled upon ; 
that every thing which was once 
revered (hould be treated with igno- 
miny, all which was held facred 
Ihduld be profaned, all that was be- 
loved fliould be detefted ; that the 
very eflencc of right and wrong 
fliould be fo confounded as to be no 
more diftinguifliable ; and that all 

this 
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this fhould be done by men without 
wifdom, experience, forttine, abilities^ 
or chara£ler, would appear incredible 
in a fidion, and yet the reality is 
confirmed by the moft univerfal and 
undifputed notoriety. Lima, Lisbon, 

Calabria, overthrown and defo- 
lated by earthquakes, prefent no fuch 
ftupendous objedts for human con* 
templation* 

The foundation for all this felicity 
was laid by a Minifler of Finance, 
who certainly neither forefaw nor in- 
tended it ; by the vain, the elaborate, 
the ingenious, the polifhed Mr, 
Necker. 



France 
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France finkiog under an accumu- 
lated load of debt, and ftUl further ex- 
haufled by efibrts beyond her abilities 
to fupport the revolt of the American 
Colonies from the Mother Country 
Engl and, was to be relieved by fome 
great mafter-ftroke of policy . The Mi- 
nifter juft mentioned reforted to the 
happy expedient of afiemblin g the flates 
general. Their coUeflive wifdom was 
todevife fbme means at once to lighten 
the public burden, and to replenifli 
the Royal Exchequer, two points not 
very eafily attainable. No plan hav- 
ing been previoufly digefted with 
wifdom, Diforder and Democracy 
began to take the lead from the mo- 
ment the States were afTembled, Had 
it been duly promulgated before their 

con- 
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convention, that the three Eflates^ 
the Nobility, the Clergy, and the 
Commons, were to form feparate 
bodies, each to aft as a controul upon 
the other, and that no meafure was 
to be ratified but by their triple 
concurrence, the lowed would not 
have had the afcendancy ; but the 
Ordinance only held out, that they 
were to meet in th^ fame chamber^ 
and to deliberate all together. There 
beingavaft majority of tht Tiers, the 
powers of the other two Orders muft 

be at once over- ruled, land rendered 
infignificant. Cooped up ns it were 
to be fpeclarors of their own dilgrace, 
nothing was left to them but to be 
placed like cyphers in the accouut, 
to increafe the hoftile importance of 

the 
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tffe figureswhich outnumbered them. 
This it muft be allowed was a pro- 
miling beginning. 

The King, rather of a lethargick 
difpofition, and fenfible that the 
people had been much oppreffed, 
feemed more anxious that they fhould 
be relieved than for the prefervation 
of his own defpotifm, or for the pri- 
vileges of his haughty Nobility. The 
Nobles and the Clergy, though con- 
fcious of their danger, and knowing 
that they muft be ftrengthened by 
union, did not however unite^ nor 
take any fteps to feciire their immu- 
nities from encroachment, till their 
very exiRence was in jeopardy. His 
Majefty was fufFered to go to the 

States 
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States General before their powers 
were verified; and the military parade 
with which this ceremony was at- 
tended, together with the infults 
offered to the Reprefentatives^ who 
were excluded from the great cham- 
ber by armed guards, on pretence 
that it was preparing for the Royal 
reception, only drove them to find 
out another place of meetings the 
Jeu de Paume^ where they entered 
into the moil: iblemn engagements 
never to be diffolved but by their own 
confent, and declaring themfelves 
the v/hole Legiflature, to the entire 
exclufion of all the privileged Orders. 
Here we faw at once the Long Par- 
liament of England, in the rcigr> 
of the Firft Charles. 

A BLES- 
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A BLESSED dearth of corn (which 
was felt at this time) helped to fet 
the mafs of difconteut into quicker 
fermentation. Upon this fcarcity, 

the Commons invited the Clergy to 

deliberate with them in the Com- 
mon Hall upon the means for the relief 
of the people. Their refufal, which 
was cxpefted, contributed to their 
unpopularity, and the queftion was 
immediately agitated by the Politicians 
in the Caffe de Foy^ Whether it was 
not lawful for the Commons to de- 
cree the application of ccclefia- 
flical revenues towards the relief of 
the people ? or, in other words. 
Whether they had not a right to take 
their property from the lawful 
owners, and give, or pretend to give 

It 
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it to thofe who had no right to it ?' 
It would be paying an ill compli- 
ment to the underftandings of my 
philofophical Readers, to explain to 
them, that the relief of the poor was 
not the purpofe in contemplation. 
Heaven forbid ! Our Patriots wifhcd 
to fee them perilh by thoufands; 
they could be fpared : no, to caft 
an odium upon aii opulent and 
refpeftable order was the object, 
and to accuftom men to the idea that 
nothing could be fanftioned againft 

the omnipotence of the multitude. 
Having often, with a knife or piftol 
in my hand, praftifed this method 
of transferring property for my own 
advantage, it is hardly neceflary to 
fay that I approved of it entirely* 

From 
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From this moment may be dated the 
downfall of our Clergy, 

In June 1789, our good friend 
Abbe Syeyes made a motion, which 
a little amended was afterwards de- 
creed : ** That if the privileged 
*' Orders continued their refufal to 
" join the Commons, the latter 

** would proceed without them." 

During thefe commotions, the 
Prefs at Paris, like the Chimera^ 
vomited out fmoke and fire. The 
moft furious and inflammatory publi- 
cations, to the number of near one 
hundred weekly, iffued reeking from 
the Palais Royal \ and their diflemi- 
nation was fufFcred, without a fingle 

ftep 
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ftep being taken by the Government 
to ftop the circulation, or to extin- 
guifh the combuftion. Gefticulat- 
ing Orators, in every corner, mount- ^ 
ed upon benches or barrels, ha- 
rangued their refpeftive circles of 
gaping auditors, and by the mere 
energy of vociferation and aftion 
bade defiance to logic, and furpafled 
all eloquence. The favourite topics 
of thefe popular mountebanks 
were, the nature of civil govern- 
ment, and the incompatibility of 
law and liberty ; the fupreme 
power of the people, and their wif- 
dom ; the ufurpation of the No- 
bility and Clergy, not half fo well 
qualified as the populace (virtu* 
ous though ignorant) for the bufi- 

nefs 
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riefs of legiflatioa ; the enormous 
expence of Royal eftablilhments ; 
but above all, the multiplied abufes 
of Government, which it was impof- 
(ible to correct but by demolifhing; 
entirely the prefent fyftem, and in- 
troducing another on principles dia- 
Inetrically oppofitc. 

Meantime the Army, which had 
fucked in fome muddy notions of 
Reput)licanifm in America, and 
happened at . his time to be difcon- 
tented with their Commander, the 
Duke de Chatelet, were feduccd 
from their fidelity to the Crown by 
the promife of increafed pay and re^ 
laxed difcipline. We knew they 

VOL. II. . D might 
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'might be our mi^ftiers, ib wc wifely 
tnade them our inftruioents. 



The undaunt^ fpirit of 
QyEENy which fectned tobe heredi-> 
tary, was for a time formidable, fp 
the principal popular batteries werp 
direded againft her, aiid her fup- 
pofed favourite the Count d'Artois, 
Our Demagogues raked into ever/ 
biflorical dunghill of female infamy, 
from Jezebel downwards, to find 

materials for loading her chara6):er 
with an accumulation of follies, 

crimes, and vices. Impoffible as were 
many of our charges againft Her Ma- 
jcfty , and improbable as were moft of 
them, they ferved our purpofe full as 
well as if they had beea true, for the 

malignant 
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tnafignanit ' credulity of ofor gcxKl 
people made llicir yerificatioa imnc* 
cefiary. As to oar illiterate Re* 
Ibrmers ^^i^io cookl not read^ we 
(poke diroiigb their eyes to dieir 
^ffions. Wc had Prints exhibiting 
iicr in every attitude which a polluted 
imagination could deviie, and thefe 
were expoled in (hop-windows^ in* 
idting the infpedtion of every paf- 
(enger. We contented ourfelves with 
only reprefcnting The King under 
the Ukenefs of a Hog wallowing in 
a ftye of gluttonous fenfuality. 



La Payette having fome credit 
with the troops, was fuffered to ^ke 
the lead whore miMury &ill and 
diicipliu^ numbers were necefl&ry ; 

. y O t but 
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but he being fuppofed not to be en- 
tirely devoid of what is called Coii- 
fcience and Humanity, was only to 
be employed as a tool at the time, 
and to be afterwards removed (as he, 
Dillon, Dumourier, and fo many 
others have experienced), by pro- 
fcription, banifhment, or aflaflinatipn, 
the ultima ratio of all Democratical 
Governments. : 



The demolition of all the Parlia- 
ments was alio a meafure refblved 
upon.. . . 

All the expences of hired mobs, 
of bonfires, and rejoicings to celebrate 
the triumphs of the rabble, and for the 
difperfion of the moft feditious pam- 
phlets, 
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phlets, were defrayed by the Duke 
OF Orleans. But the zeal of his 
Mod Serene Highnefs was not con- 
fined to Versailles and Paris; 
orders were fent into the provinces 
to fet fire to the houfes and caftlcs, 
and to cut the throats of Ariftocrates; 
the perpetrators of fuch heroic deeds 
always being afl'urcd of a handfome 
gratuity for their ferviccs frOAi the 
Duke^s liberaliiy. 

Tub annual revenue of his High- 
nefs was above 300,0001, with a 
reverfion of 1 75*000 1. yearly, after 
the death of his Father- in- Law the 
Duke de Penthievre ; fo we had^ 
a fund of near half a million yearly 
at our command, which we ulcd to 

b 3 call 
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callfecctiouflyANARCH vFtiND. And 
indeed this immenfe income, and the 
fums accruing from plander, we al-* 
ways applied to very laudable porpdies: 
and what perhaps will not a little 
furprife, at leaft, a foreign reader, we 
always found the charges much more 
reaibnable for afiaiGiiation than for 
perjury,owingentirely to our aflbciates 
being fb much more in habits of the 
former. We paid at laft but a Louis for 
cutting the throat of an Ariftocrat, 
while ! think the f^rice was not lefs 
than five for fwearing a plot again ft- 
htm. We kept fbtne of the (e ac- 
counts pretty regularly, as. we did 
not know but the Jacobins might: 
* like to look over them. Thofi who 
refioUc&i the Duke's converfatipn lu 

the 
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the Ninth Chapter, will, not afciibe 
all this profufiou to his geaerolity. 
He. iqiagiiied be was laying out his 
mpney to the bcft intcreft. On the 
afthof Jpne he wei^u over publicly 
with forty-feven of the Nobility ta 
the Commous ; many of the Clergy 
followed bimt 

It has always beeo acknpwiedgedi, 
that Popular Ailembliea too nume- 
rous can never deliberate with wif- 
dom and e£fe£k ; nay, it has been iaid, 
that even the Compions of Engl and, 
decorous as they are by the obfer- 
vance of known forms, habituated to 

* 

debate, and feldom exceeding three 
or four hundred prefcnt, would nevusr. 
be able to come to any determinatibriv " 

» 4 if 
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if the bufinefs was not in fome degree 
prepared by the Miaifter, or other 
perfons, previous to its introdudion ' 
among them. We had all the defe(^s 
and difadvantages of a Popular Af- 
fembly, in their moft complete im- 
perfedion. The Kail of Seflion con- 
tnined above two thoufand perfons j 
about a hundred Reprefentatives were 
upon their legs at a trme, all talking 
together, and each bellowing for pre- 
audience; while the Galleries were 
employed in clapping or hiffing, 
hooting or applauding, juft as they 
happened to like or d.flike theperfon 
or propofiiion of the Speaker.Thus this 
Free Assembly (as it was pleafed 
to call itfelf) became, as we wilhcd 

them to be, and aa they have ever 

fmcc 
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fmce continued to be, the organized 
Puppets an-d Sub-delegates of th« 
Rabble. Add to this, that their 
i:notions were always complicated : 
,fome parts might be eligible, fomc 
not; fome plea fan t.fome bitter; (bme 
wholeforpe, others indigeftible ; but 
the Reprefentatives were obliged to 

gulp down the whole, to fwallow the 
ftones with the fruit, not knowing 

how to rejedt the one, and to retain 
. the other. Ignorant how to feparatc 
or (implify their motions, two mea- 
fures direftly repugnant in their ten- 
dency^ .were fometimes voted toge- 
ther, and matter fo difcordant blended 
or rather. huddled up in the fame Re- 
folution, that any attempt^t an index 
would but haye.increafed the confja- 

• if 

* D 5 fion. 
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(ion. Our Afiemblief» however, ibon 
became fo expert in the bufinefs^ of 
TOting and legiflation^ that they de- 
creed away the life, liberty, ^nd pro- 
perty of their fellow- fubjefts with 
mofe expedition than a Committee of 
the ENGListf or Irish Houfe of 
Commons would have ventured in 
palling half a dozen claufes in aTurn- 
pike Bilh If tardy juftice is an evil, 
tardy injnftice is a greater ; and if 
our people had reafon to complain, it 
was not for want of celerity at leaift 
*in their fuflPerings. A man left his 
houfe, thinking it his own, in the 
mohiing ; he teturned at noon, and 
found it confifcated* The fame might 
be faid of bis bead ; he thought it 
properly placed on bis fhoulders, the 

Natioa 



iSmpnxh»f^htit vmvUd look better 
oa, a pikes, and it .wa« dfecrecd idn- 
mpdhit^lys H^ knew tr^ry thkkg ip 
FluA^GE l^^^qged to th6 Nation, and 
b^$ head being national property^ and 
removable zt pleafuref he had no 
right to murmun 

,' Tiiua began our Revcimion i if 
miilitati wgent, which may pro-- 
pcrly be conftrued, •* fioiirilhing by 
•* the Mob^"* et ^ires c^quirens iundo^ 
ev<ry day exhibiting feme new pro- 

digy, {lands now tinparalteled in thf 
Hiftofy of the Univ^rfe. Who can 
pionounce decisively, that ^e baire 
yet afcended to our uhimafe poiitt 
of perfection \ A Reformer grtatcit 
thao Marat ooay.fiill be nefer\re4 

D 6 /or 
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for 6u r pofterity. We ;know what 

m 

tve have ; perhaps wc may yet have 
more. We have wars abroad, and 
infurreftions at home ; we have the 
Certainty of bloodfhed, and the proba- 
bility of famine ; we have Clubs in 
every quarter, Decrees innumerable, 

with Murmurs and Applaufes, and a 
very fine Conftitution upon paper. 
We have the good wi(hes of Colonel 
Tandy and the United Irishmen, 
with fix fmall pieces of cannon and 
a hundred pair of (hoes fronj a 
Fjriendly Society in England, 



But into the account muft alfb be 
taken our negatives. We have no 
King, having murdered him to favc 
charges; but we have z Democracy 

, forty- 
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f(Kty-fold more expenfive, and In the 
Ikme proportion niore refpedlable. 
We have no Leitres de Cachet \ no 
Bajiile with fix prilbners, one of 
whom never knew why he was com- 

mitted ; but more awfully, we have 
five hundred prifons full o^ free Citi- 
zens^ who not only know why they 
are in captivity, but alfo know, with- 
out the torture of uncertainty, that 
they will be maflacred before they 
get out of It. 

We have no imports by the old 
iizmesofGalfe//e^Tai//eyOrCorv^e; but 
we have ampler public revenues from 
Loans, Benevolences, and Free Gifts, 
enforced by the Pike, the Poniard, and 
the Lamp-iron. We have no refttiaints 

' from 
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from Law or from Rrfigion ; we have 
no God, nor no Gentleman. We 
arc without money or breeches} 
and where is the vaSt of the lattefi 
having nothing to put Into them? 
Shortly, perhaps, we ihall be exempt 
from the incumbrance of Colonics 
and Manufactures. To conclude all : 
We have Liberty, fuch as the world 
peyer before faw or beard o| ; and a 

Republic, which being above the 
compreheufion of human nature, fets 
all human nature nobly at defiance^ 



CHAP, 
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C H A P. XVL 

THE DUKE OF ORLEANS RECEIVES ME 
KINbLY AT PARIS.—TAKING OF THE 
BASTILE.— USE MADE OF IT BY THE 

PATRIOTS. -REAL OBJECTIONS TO 

THAT PRISON. DE LAUNAY--BSR- 

THIER-.FOULON— MARAT AND J HE AI)!^ 
BEARERS.— DESCRIPTION OF MRS- CQlJ. 
TEAU.-^SHE MARCHES TO VERSAILI^ES 
AT THE HEAD OF FIVE THOUSAND 
FISM-WOMEN.--LA FAYETTE.— ROYAL 
FAMILY BROUGHT PRISONERS TO 

PARIS ^MARAT, ROBESPIERRE, AND 

MYSELF ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE 

CONVENTION. ^TENTH OF AUGUST 

M0CCXC1I PATRIOTISM OF MY MO- 

THER.-.MY FILIAL PIETY. 

ON my arrival at Paris I found 
my reception with the Duke 
OF Orleans very different from what 
I had experienced in London. He 
rubbed his hands together with plea- 

fure at feebg o^^ clapped me on the 

ihoulder. 
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flioulder, and called me his well- 
beloved; ** The time,'* fays he,/* is 
" come ; mtyus opus fnoveo : I^rel our 
** enemies look to it. Ha, ha, Louis 
" Capet ! Ha, ha, Marie Antoi- 
** NETTE ! RememberTRiANON. — 
** A ftout heart and a fliarp dagger 
** (hall (hew them I have not forgot 
** their kindnefs.*' Thus went he 
on. In (hoit, nothing was too good 
for me — I was his deareft friend, 
nor would he hear of my lodging any- 
where but in the Palace. This al- 
teration I was not weak enough to 
afcribe to any revival of his former 

# 

partiality for me, but to his knowing 
that he could now employ me more 
efFeftually for his fervice. He was 
cold to me in Londion bccaufe then 

he 
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he did not want my abilities.^ and he 
careffed me at PaKis becaufe there 
he could make ufe of them : fo much 
does the confequcnce of individuals 
depend upon place and feafbn, I 
pretended to be the dupe of his inlin-' 
cerity, knowing that a wife man 
who wi(hes to make his fortune, 
fhould always, like the Cam-eleon, 
^» aiTume the colour of the obje^ next 
to him. 



The manner in which the Baftile 
V'as taken is fo well and fo univcr- 
fally known, that it would be unne- 
ceiTary and impertinent to wafte any 
of my paper in the recital. It^ was the 
great event which confirmed the tri- 
umph of the Populace at the time, and 

its 
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y s confequeaces, by our able ici^age*^ 
ment, has entailed upon them more 
miferies tliau they, or any people in 
Europe ever groaned under. This tnW 

expeftcd conqueft was attended with 
advantages much more important to 
us than the mere demolition of a 
fortrefs, which, properly defended^ 
might have baffled all our hoflilitieS), 
for it ferved to ftieltcr every enormity 
which we committed for many 
months aftcnvards. When we were 
accufed of injufticc, pillage, or maf- 
facre, we pointed to the ruins of that 
prifon, though we might as well 
have referred the fufferers, for their 
confoktion, to the burning of Troy 
or of Carthage. When a mother 
complained of the wanton murder of 

her 
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her q\^\4f <^ ^ ^^^^^ lamented . the 
flaughter of its pareivt, we bade thenir 
dry up their tears, and think of; the r 
Baftile inftead of it* Did the pooc 
ciy for the bread we bad torn from 
their hungeri^ we literally fulfilled 
the Scripture, and gave th^xi ^ ilone 
of the Baftile to appeal it. This 
VI as the balm for every, wounds the 
pa^nacea for every malady* It {^rved 

a$ a kind of crofs-purpoies to thc^ 
underdanding* Like the ^^ foM 
** JD4J/*' of Harpaoon, it ftdpj^d the 
mouth of all cavillers, and fupplied 
the place ofhoncnir, wifdom, and 
probity. It Was our unanfwcrable 
anfwer ^o every objeftion, the uni-* 
verfal fpunge which foakfed up every 

iniquity, ' ^ 

We 
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We were indeed much tdifap- 
pointed to find, when its unhallowed 
jaws were forced open, that it con- 
tained but fix prifoners, Wc hoped 
to have found thoufands. It fliewed 
at leafl the lenity and moderation of 

the thei> exifling Government. The 
mofl violent enemies, however, of 
our Reformation were too wife to 
dwell much upon this as an argu- 
ment againfl us, A prifon is not in- ' 
compatible with the general freedom 
of mankind, in fomc cafes it confli- 
tutes their fccurity ; but a prifon 

^ where men might be confined inno^ 
cent of any crime againfl Society or 
tl::^: State and who had no means of 
efcaping from it but the permiflioa 
of the tyrants who enflived them, 

can 
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can admit of ,110 palliation from elo- 
quence or ingenitity, Abufc long 
fan£lioned by prefcription, and long, 

tho' indignantly, acquiefced under, 
may be relaxed at particular feafons^: 
yet that mak^s little difference ; its 
exiftence, the poflibility of fuff^ering 
by it, is the grievance. It is fuch, let 
Augustus or Tiberius, Titus or 
DoMiTiAN, be the Rulers. Its iron 
hinges may ruft under a mild Prince, 
they will foon be oiled again under a 

Tyrant. It is the real Sword of 
Damocles, fufpcnded by a hair 
over the head of the fubjeft. He 
muft have indeed a keen appetite 
and a ftrong- digeftion who can 
glance his eye towards the point, and 

relifh 
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TcliiTi uftcferfuth cireumilanccs thb 
moft delicious banquet* ' 

It is well known how i^e cutoff 
De Launay the Governor's head 
without any trial, and piked it. 
Perthier and Foxtlon we ierved 

in the iame manner. The ceremony 
o£ parading the heads was done 
by fuggefVion from the Duke of 
Orleans. Befides the beauty of 
tne fpeflaclc, it was the opinion 
of His Mod Serene Highncfs, that 
the familiarizing the people to fuch 
fights muft make them much more 
ferocious and cruel, and fitter of 
courfe for our purpofes. Sylla, at 
Rome; he faid, had derived num- 

berlefs 
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bcrlefs advantages from a fimllar 
pradUcc. 

: Marat and I were the Poll, 
bearers^ and infinite were the plea* 

fantrte$whichpafled between us» while 
we ftaggered along under our ghaftljr 

burdens. I never knew the rogue fb 
witty • Borrowing a hint from the 
'ftory of Jack Caue (a Reformer of 
England in the Reign of the Sixrli 
Hen ry) , we brought the heads to- 
gether at the corners of the ftreets, 
that they might feem to have a little 
conference, then chucked the faces 
igaiaft each other by way of a fare- 
well kifs, aqd taking leave politely 
00 their feparation. This little play 

with 
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with the heads always made the 
Duke laugh prodigioufly. 

I SHALL pafs over without parti- 
cular notice the various tumults at 
Versailles in Oftober 1789, the 
Gardes de Corps firing upon the Mob 
'who attacked the Palace, the Regi* 
ment de Flandre clubbing their arms, 
and the Swifs doing nothing for want 
of orders. But as about this time 
the honour of my family was more 
immediately concerned, I cannot for- 
bear to mention, that my Mother 
put herfelf at the head of about fivc. 
thoufand of her own fex, and chiefly 
of her own refpeftable calling, Fi(h- 
women, and marchedto Vers ailles, 
in order to fettle matters as Ihe and 

her 
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her corps of Nereids fliould find beft 
for the public welfare. No fpeftaqle 
could be more fublime and awful. 
The altitude of her ftature, the huge 
length of her ftrides, the brandiih- 
ing of her bloody knife in her left 
hand, her pole, with a>ipike at the 
end of it, in her right, the ferocity 
of her countenance, the fhrillnefs of 
h«r dies, the clattering of her 
Wooden (hoes in the kennel, the 
fcales and entrails of fifli which co- 
vered her tattered garments, three 
or four eels alive twining about her, 
and the odour iffuing from the whole, 
formed fuch an aflemblage of the 
difgufting and terrible, as no human 
fortitude could behold and inhale 
Without {brinking. 

VOL. If. E Ter* 
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Tcrribilis Stygjo facies pallorc gravatur, 
Impexis oucrata comis. 

She might have fat. to Fuseli for 
thePidure of Erictho or Megar a. 

On the evening of the fame day, 
TjA Fayette, who perhaps might 

have thought that my mother's way 
of fettling the State would not ex- 
aflly anfwer his purpofe, marched off 
for Versailles atthe head of twenty 

thoufand of the Paris Militia, and 
brought up the Royal Family pri- 
foiiers to the metropolis. 

Mamma, who was a little fatigued 
by her expedition, firft mounted on 
the roof of the King's coach, at- 
tended by three Ladies, her Aids-de- 

Camp ; 
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Camp ; and as her long legs hung 
down over the window, (he had the 
honour of befpattering his Majefty^s 
vifage with the mire of her fabots 
during the whole paflagc, which laft- 
cd at leaft for fix hours . The vehicle, 
with the King cooped up a prifoner 
within, and Mamma with her atten- 
dants howling and gefticulating over 
him, exhibited a very exad emblem 
of our Government. 

A KiNa lefs hujDane than Lotris 
would certainly never have fuiFered 
himfelf to be fubjedt to fuch cruel 
infults^ but nothing could Induce 
him to countenance the daughter 
of his people^ 

E 2 Two 
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Two or three attempts, - as is well 
kndwn/ condiK^-cd by iJiie Duke ot 
ORLEANSt were n^ar being fuccefs* 
ful to affaflihatc him and the Queen, 
during their imprifonment in the 
TThuilleries. It was not at tiiis 
time called their imprifonment, tho' 
in fa£l it was fo, for they were con- 
ftahtly watched by pur Spies, and 
attended by Guards we had placed 
over them, but all was tinder the 
pretext of fecuring them from the 
rabble. La Fayette, a weak man, 
infefted with fome dregs of huma- 
nity, never intended them any per- 
fonal injury*; but unabk to controul 
the ftorm which he contributed to 
raife, he has fuffered for his' half- 
tircafbn the fate which commonly at- 
tends 



tcnis upon all Half-f traitors : he has 
no friends (M aiiy fiie. We fhouldt 
hare cut off bia bead, and our 
enemies have cad bim into a duQ« 
geon.^ It requires great vices, or 
very fuperior quallficationsi to be a 
fucceisful Co»fpirator#^ 

Wje kept, in (bort, this ilt-matebed, 
this ill-faied Royal Pair in fuch^a 
coiiflaut ftate of fubjedion and terror, 
that at laft they attempted to efcape, 
but, by a few perverfe accidents, fell 
back again into our hands to. fuffer 
all the ingenious cruelty of inexo- 
rable Republicanifm. Then fol- 
lowed their depofition, and imprifbnr 
ment in the Temple, the King's 
mock trial, and his murder. 

E 2 Pre- 
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Prey lovs to this &Icmn mtuQiiieryy 
MAJL^r, Robespierre axid myfeif^ 
by the Duke*s intereft, were cledcd 
Members of the National Conven- 
tion. His Highnefs told !» we were 
at liberty to turn this new dignity 
to our own advantage, that is, to 
get what money we could for our 
voices, he having but one condition 
to, make with us, that we fhould vote 

to find the King guilty. As W« hear-i 
tily wifhed for his Majefl:y*s con- 
demnation, we made no fcruple to 
enter into this engagement.^ Plunder, 
and to (belter ourfelves from any 
after-account for it, were our prin- 
cipal objects. 



I . 



So 
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r 9to great an: eVtot a$ the Kiog'a 

death upon a fcaffold, we knew^ 

would throw things^ if poffible, into 
^ ftatc of more inexplicable confu- 

fion, and confequently give us nacre 
fecurlty ; for in complete anarchy, 
who need fear retribution, and the 
feeble voice of Juftice ? Our venality 
was fo notorious, that thofe who had 
bufinefs depending before the Con- 
vention did not, as fometimes hap- 
pens, pretend to colour over or dif- 
guife their motives for offering us 
money, by faying, perhaps we might 
want it, and they had plenty, or fuch 
half-faced bafliful pretences; but like 
people of plain fenfe and fair deal- 
ing, they came to the poiat at once, 
and alked our low eft price for each 

E 4 ipecific 
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fpccific a6tof injoftice. We had a 
certain ftm for keeping away from 
Ihe Aflcmbly entirely, a certain fum 
fbr railing a riot to interrupt the pro* 
ccedlngs, ftill more for voting di- 
redly againil the evidence ; in fhort, 
we were well paid for every thing 
we could do for the advantage of our 
clients. We very much refembled 
thofe great men who were called the 
Tatrons of the Poor in the Roman 
Senate. 



Nor did its being divulged that 
we had taken money on one fide pre- 
vent applications to us from the 
other. Our flexibility was no fecret ; 
the notoriety of our being retained by 
one party was even of confiderable 

fervice 



• • • » IV 



JAM^3 BAPTWTB QOJJT^AV. j|r 

/eryice.t^ Mt, ^^ it . greatly, iucrGg^fod 
9ur deIQf^l4 for ^he counter-bribq^ 
vvhiQh, ey €[17 candid per foa muft aU 
low tphave be^n perfectly reasonable. 
From this fott oi fair trafSc we 
derived very confiderable profit. Let it 
not be fuppofed that this praftice was 
confined to the Triumvitatc* Far 
ftpm it, above half the ConVeutiott 
ihetved the fame good fenfe that we 
did« In the bufinefs of the King s 
trial I was bribed nine times bac): 
and forward, but nothing could get 
tb^ better ctf my hoiwitir 4 my word 
to thcDiJKE was pledged, audi kept 
it ' facred. Fron> the (0Averfaii6n of 
dll thoie about mir, I found moft of 
tby ' ^Broithdr^M^inben h^ made a 

very go^d day V work of it . • We e:*-. 

. E 5 peiSled 
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pe£l:ed at leaf): as much when it came 
to the Queen's turn to appear before 
us. one reafon which alwaVs made 
Marat in particular fo violent f<» 
bringing her Majefty to juftice^ 

The Tenth of Auguft 1 792, that 
glorious day, furpafled only by the 
Second of September following, 
would require an abler pen than 
mine to do juilice to its immortal 
horrors. 

Our EmiSries, with tbetr ufuat 
indufiry and fuccefs, had fct the 
common people in a ferment by ru« 
mours that the aiiftocratical parly 
at Paris, not yet cruflied by all our 
perfecution^ but aifting in concert 

with 



JAMES BAPTISTB COUTEAIT. S-J 

with the Pruffian and Auftrian lii- 
Vaders, had formed a coafpiracy to 
deliver, the Royal Family from capti- 
vity, and to mafiacre, without dif- 
tiaftioQ^ all the harmlefs, unfufpeft- 
ing inhabitants. This was more than 
fufficient. Dry ftrawy flax, or thread, 

are not more eafily kindled into. a 
flame than the Mob of PariSy and 
efjpecially fince they have beea taught 
that to be in a conftaat flate of iafur- 
reftion is one unqueftionable right 
of the people- 

They aflemUed early. The^^iy 
the FauxifourgSf and the Marjh 
vomited out their defperate thou- 
fands ; every garret, every cellar was 
ernjpticd of its ragged Reformers. 

E d In 
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In ntimbers *ivithout n"umber they 

rolled on totheThuillcries,dctcrmine4 
to feize the King and C^een, iand 
immolate them to their blind fury. 
Their Majefties fled for fafety to the 
Convention, who fnatched them 
from the prefent danger, chufing to 
referve for themfelves the ceremony 
of their future murder. While their 
animunition lafted, the Swifs who 
were upon duty kept up an inceflant 
fire, and did great execution ; but that 
being expended, the multitude broke 
in upon them, and maflacred them 
all to a man with the moft unrelent- 
ing ferocity. Then followed fuch a 
glorious fcene as the Gods of Hcmeh 
might have looked down upon with 
complacency* I will not attempt to 

rcprefent 
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reprefent it, nor is itnecefiary. The 
great Hiftoriari Tacitus, when he 
defcrited the ftateof Rome after the 
death ofVi TELL lus, drew the pifture 
of Paris on the tenth of Auguft* 

PLENJE cadibus w>, cruenta 
for a templaqucj pa/Jim trucidatis^ ut 
quemque fars obtukrat^ Ac nwx au^ 
gefcentc licentid^ ferutarl ac protra-- 
here abditos : Jt quern pr^erum habitu 
€t juventd cmfpexeranty ohruncarey 
nulla tnititum aut p6puli dtfcrimine. 
Slua fce*vitia recentibus odiis fanguiHe 
explebatur dein verier at in avanttam^ 
Niffil ufquam fecretum aut claufum 
Unebant^ VitetKanos occultarl Jlrnu^ 
lantes. Initium id perjringendarum 
4bmuum ; vel \fi rejijlereiur caufa 

cadis.-^ 
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c^is^-^Ubiquc lamenta^ conclama^ 
tioneSy et for tuna capt^e civ it at is. 
Duces partium accendendo civill belh 
acresy tempcrandae viSioria im^ 
pares, ^uippe in turbos et difcordias 
pejjimo cuique plurima vis: pax et 
quies bonis art ibus indigent. 

The latter part of the foregokig 
quotation t I am fenfable, does not 
leem ^vaurable to the principles of 
our party, but to prove the impar- 
tiality of my fpirit,, I would not fup-- 
pirels it^ befides, no great weight 
ihovld be allowed to the fentiments 
of a RoMAif,, however iUuflrious,, 
who wrote after his country ceafed 
iq Ipe Republican. I quote Tacitus 
^»,^ Pajinter^ not a^ a Politician. 

Aftek 
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Aptb^^r having recordfed f© maiijr 
aftions af my own ^nd of others in the 
courfe of this faithful narration, filial 
piety will nor fufFer me to pafs over 
on that memorable day the atehieve* 
ments of the dear Woman who bore 
me nine moons in her maternal flank^ 
who fed my infant hunger with ftate 
fifli, and moiftened my yt)\ing lip 
with brandy. Though knowledge 
be flbut out at one entrance, t!^ 
eyes— for thou, tny honpuroi P^reni^ 
knoweft not how to read — the pioiiB 
labour £hall not yet be toft, foti^ 
friendly tongue fhall tell thee thy iob 
has not forgot thee* ' ' ^ ^^ 

How many fhe might h$r e ; hwkji' 
•* to PLirrd^sgltiomy^reigti^icsahn^ 

preteixdt 
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pretend to calculate* No real Hera 
cf Antiquity, no Heroine of Ror 
mauce, Marphis orBRADAMANXE, 
ever dealt out death with fuch.uE^-f 
fparing liberality. To the right anc^ 
left, before her and behind her, ftabr 
hing with her pike, cutting with her 
knife, tearing with her teetb^ dans 
firagtm iate^ alt ftcfh was humbled 
befote her ; Friends and Foes, Men 
lind Women, Young and 01d> Boys 
and Girls, the Nobk and thePeafant^ 
4Aie Soldier and the Citizen, Prektcsi^ 
PrieAs, Patriots, Publicans^ Saints 
and Sinnef^, all fell without diftinc^ 
tion. Sometimes ih^ fought for the 
Conftitution, fometimes for plunder j 

^xmt while ^ name of an Ariftocrate^ 
%tt 'tnother the fight of kit watch^ 

chain 



JAMES BAPTlStE COUTJEAU. 8j^ 

6Ram inflamed her; biit wharev^er 
Was the motive, equally true to her 
Country's Ihtereft, the carnage wa» 
equal. The kennels ran nothing but 
blood, and thc5>/»^waschoaked with 
carcafles. Even Madam Terroigne^ 
^^ fortijfjlma Tyndartdarum^^ turned 
pale with envy, flopped her horfe, 
and let fall her hatchet. Its edge 
lecmed blunt, the execution tardy, 
when compared with the extermU 
Rating virtue of my dear Parent's 

weapons, ^ Whoever has chanced to 

■ t 

* This Lady is an AiStrefs, or Dancer. Oi\ 
the Tenth of 'Auguft fhe rode through thb 
ftrccts of Paris on a managed horfe, armed 
with an axe. With this weapon {he fplit the 
flculls of all fhe met, friends and foes, without 
diftinftion^ efpecially of fuch as were un- 
armed, and begged for n^e^cy; She is mufih 
refpcfted by the Convention. 

fee 
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fee a kite in a poultry-yard may form 
ibmC' image of my loved Mother^s 
patriotifrn. Night, the Coward's 
friend, faved a remnant from her 
heroic fury. Fatigued, not fatiated 
with flaughter, (he laid her down 
among her dead, and repofed in 
the Golgotha of her own making. 
Yes, tender Mother ! moft refpefl- 
able, moft fanguinary of Vrragoa t 
though thou hadft the honour of the 
Sitting, though thy name was men-* 
lioned with applaufes m the Conven- 
tion, difdain not to accept this humble 
tribute from the pen of thy admiring 
offspring., 



CHAP. 



JAMES B AFTIStB COUTEAIT. yt 



CHAP. XVIL 

THE SECOND OF SEPTEMBER PREFER- 
ABLE TO THE TENTH OF AUGUST.—- 
MANNER OF DISTRIBUTING JUSTICB— 
AND OF DELIVERING GAOLS.— MADAMB 

LAMBALLE. HER FIN^E HAIR.— HER 

POSTHUMOUS VISITS TO THE PALAIS 
ROYAL AND TEMPLE— VINDICATION 
OF A KILLER.— TREE OF LIBERTY. . 

THE maflacre of the Hugonots 
in France on the feflival of 
Saint Bartholomew ftood for more 
than two centuries unrivalled. Many 
have doubted whether it fhould not 
yield the preference to the Tenth of 
Auguft 1792. My opinion is clearly 
in favour of the latter. It was little 
Icfs bloody, nmore decifive, and, look- 
ing to its confequences, more im- 
portant 
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portant and extraordinary. The firft 
but diminiihed a Se£l^ the Jaft over- 
turned a Monarchy. The Se^ foon 
recovered, but the Kingly Crown lies 
for ever proftrate. Let but the holy 
flame of Enthufiafm aft upon the^ 
major part of a nation as a great prin- 
ciple of union, it will naturally fire 
men to the raoft extravagant, the 
wildeft cxccffes. Tempers the moft 
mild, difpofitions the moft benevo^ 
lent have been totally perverted by it» 
It has often metamorphofed the lamb 
into the tyger. But there was no 
Religion, no pretence of Religion on 

the Tenth of Auguft to combine our 
efforts, and to precipitate our fury. 
It was pure, unmixed democratic 
rage, and virtuous cruelty. 

Leavino 
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iLBAViNG then the advocates for 
<acfa of tiiefe great days to decide the 
paltxi as tbfey pleaie, the Second of 
September claims over them both an 
indi^iitable fuperiority. 

Every prifon in Paris was 
crowded with wretches who had 
efcaped the flaughter of Auguft ; well 
would it have been for tbem^ that 
they had then periihed, Moftofthem 
^were Priefts, feeble, old men, women 
or children, and as ignorant of the 
caufe of their commitment as we 
were indHferent about it/ Wc re- 
folved to hstve a general gaol deli- 
very, ^id our manner of performing 
this cercmbny was perhaps the moft 
fingukr of any upon record in the 

annals 
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annals of jurifprudcnce. The Nephew 
of Damien^ Marat^ and I^ took 
upon ourfclves the comhid of 
this bufinefs. Our firf): care wis to 
hire about a hundred Executioners ; 
thefe were called the Tuturs, or 
Ki/lers^ and being men of good prin- 
ciples, friends to their Country, and 
fond of the People's Government, 
they agreed for the reafonable gra- 
tuity of iix livres per day each, to 
deliver all the gaols, by putting every 
prifoner in them to death. 

The ftri6t attention to the oeco- 
nomical management of the public 
money, which we manifefted in our 
ftipulation with the Killers j well de- 
ferved the honourable mention made 

of 
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of it in the Convention afterwards ; 
for we Jiot only reduced the demand 
of theie Gentlemen from a Louis 
d*Or to fix Livres, by affuring them^ 
that if they did not agree to the 
abatement, we would get it done 

for nothing ; but the whole expence 
was defrayed out of the pockets of 
the condemned, fo the prifoners paid 
for their own execution. 

It is probable that every Minifter 

at the head of the finances of his 

country may adopt this mode of fav- 

ing the public treafure ; and among 

the reft, I fhould not be furprifed to 

hear that Mr. Pitt of England 

(that hereditary fcourge of our nation, 

and whofc name my aflbciates never 

mention 
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ineQtion without abhorrence) may 
alfo condefcend to borrow the prac- 
tice from us, though, perhaps, he 
will not have candour enough to ac- 
knowledge from whence the hint 
was taken. 



In every room of every prifbn was 
creded a little tribunal. A Judge 
fat with a red night-cap, die emblem 
of fpeedy Juftice and Liberty, on his 
head, withcnit breeches, his legs and 
arms bare, and a Uoody fword lying 
drawn before him* A paper, con- 
taining the names of the Criminals, 
was prefented to him. When the 
Judge could not read, as was com- 
monly the cafe, the names were told 
to him by on« of the Pike-men, his 

«r 

Guards, 
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^fuards,. who ftood on each iide of 
bim. Thefe Guards had alfo their 

legs and arms bare, and were with- 
out breeches, and it greatly cncreafed 
the dignity and awfuhiefs of the 
rpe(3:acle. Nothing ferves to make 
Juftice fb refpei9:able as when its ap- 
^earance ftrikes a Prifoner immedi-" 
itely with the convidion that his 
::ondemnation is certain, nn^ that his 

execution will be inftantaneous, A 
man of fenfe makes up his mind at 
once to his condition, and is relieved 
in a moment from the torttire of fuf- 
penfe, that moft uneafy of all hu- 
man feufations. When a name was 
called, two of the Killers immediately 
feized upon ,the Prifoner next to 
them, and holding their drawn 

^ 
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not belong to them ; fo there might 
have been a rcvifiou of the fenteuce, 
had the furvirors of the family- 
thought proper to fue for it, as it 
might eafily have be^ proved there 
had been an error in the proceedings* 
As to the real fubftauce of the matter, 
this laft circumftance made no great 
difference ; for as we had refolved to 
deftroy them all, the little miftake of a 
name was of no material confequence. 

Summary as was the manner in 
which our Daniels adminiftercd 
uftice (for no trial laftcd above two 
minutes) Marat, that friend to hu- 
manity, and I devifed a method ftill 
more expeditious. We ordered the 
culprits to be dragged down by 

F 2 dozens 
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4 

dozens into the yard, and there to be 
run through ^th pikes, or hewn 
down with fabres, and fo to difpenfe 
with -the tinneceflary delay from any 
further formality. We had at leaft 
five thoufand fouls .to difpofe of, and 
every one muft fee that no time 
ought to have been wafted on trifle§% 
Time is one of the modes of exift- 
cnce moft precious to thofe who 
know how to make a good ufe of it ; 
but fhort and tranfient as it is, the 
idler is for ever complaining that it 
hangs like a dead weight upon him, 
whereas he" ought to blame the va- 
cuity of his ovm mind, and his mo- 
notonous indolence. 



As 
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As we began by delivering the 
gaols firfl: in the lower apartments, I 
can well conceive that the vidlims in 
thofe above, who could fee beDweea 
the bars of the windows what was 

doing in the yard beneath them, 
muft have pafled the interval, till it 

came ta their turn, rather unplea- 

fantly* One Citizen indeed, almoft 
the only one who efcaped, and almoft 
as by a miracle > has given a fhort ac- 
count, though fatisfaftory enough, 
of the efFe£t of thefe executions upon 
the then furviving fpedlators. He 
fays (I think), that concluding their 
death to be inevitable, they tried to 
obferve what manner of receivins: it 
was attended with theleaftpain, and the 
greateft celerity ; and that thofe who 

F 3. fub- . 
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fubmitted at once, without attempt- 
ing any degree of refiftance, feeqf>ed 
to expire with perceptibly the fmalleft 
fenfc of anguifli *. 

I BELIEVE he is right ; and I re- 
commend to my readers, efpecially 
thofe of my own dear country, not 
to think the obfervation unworthy 
of their ferious notice j for in a free 
Government like ours, where Li- 
berty is fo well underftood, that no 
man can calculate upon his exiftence 
for fix hours, it is clearly a matter of 
fome moment toafceitain the manner 

* See tranftation of the •* Thirty-eight 
** Hours Agony of M. Journiac Saint 
** Meard," publiftied in the Association 
Papersj No. XL 

in 
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ill which be can be deprived of it 
with the kaft embarraflrnent. 



<• 



To the immortal honour of the 
CoNVENTio N , let it not be forgotten, 
that tho' they were perfectly well ac- 
quainted with all that was tranfadl:^ 
bg in the prifons, fuch was their 
deference for the fpirit of a free 
|ieople, that they took not a fingle ftep 
to fave the captives, or to impede the 
courfe of that juftice which was thus 
flowing in fo many crimfon ftreams 
through different quarters of the 
metropolis. It was a proud day, a 
glorious day, quibus laudibus effe^ 
remus ? 

E 4 One 
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One obfervatioa muft^ I tbiak, im 
this place, ftrike even a fuperficial 
reader, that we are the moft jiltUofo- 
phical people, and moit exempt from 
the weaknefs of humanity, of any in 
the univerfe, confequenrly the moft 

formidable. Look for any foaring 
example of ambition in modern times^ 
Where is it to be found ? In Fkancb. 
Look for cne of public faith nobly 
difdained, or ingenioufly eluded^ 
France can furnifti it. Look for 
animated profligacy, luxurious re- 
finement in debauch, for unadulte- 
rated impiety and atheifm, What na- 
tion can compare with us ? Our in- 
tolerance, our niafl'acres in cold blood 
are unparalleled. We taught the 

world the moft amiable depravity, 

the 
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the moft polite corruption of manners, 
while we were flaves; let it learn from 
us more awful leflbns, now we are 
become Tyrants. While we were 
but libertines and coxcombs, the na- 
tions around admired, and tried to 
imitate us ; it would become them to 
reverence us, and to fubmit, now we 
are exalted into Regicides and Re- 
formers- Have we not above twenty 
millions of people ? a delicious cli- 
mate I the purple grape ? the par- 
tridge-eyed wine and the white of 
louiy Champagne in abundance ?' a foil 
cx^uberant in its produce, ingenious 
artifts^. light-heeled dancers,, magni- 
ficent theatres, eftablifhed manufac- 
tures, flourifhing colonies, fhips, 
docks, arfcnals, canals, and navigable 

F 5 rivers? 
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rivers ? Kavc we every bleffing, 
every advantage that Nature and Art 
can beftow upon reafonable creatures, 
and fhall we fit down tamely con- 
tented ? Shall we not (hew our fupe- 

riority ? Shall not others be the worfc 
for all this ? Shall we not invade ? 
. Shall wc not defolate ? Shall we not 
plant the Tree of Liberty ? Shall we 
not fraternize ? Shall we not reform ? 
Shall we not pull down Kings, and 
elevate the Red Night-Cap ? Eng- 
land, Spain^ Austria, Prussia, 
Russia, and Savoy may fay/*NO/* 
We care not : Let them but follow our 
example, or adopt our maxims, 
they will have the worft of the con- 
teft. Being a Frenchman, I may 
be partial, yet I think we have a hir 

claim 
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claim to the pre-eminence I thus mo- 
deftly contend for. — But this is frona 
my fubjeft. 

Unless the Reader will take 

warmly with me a retrofpedive view 
to theSecond of September, he cannot 
fliare my globing fcnfibility at the 
recolleftion. ** How is it,** as 
Rousseau favs- of Lrove, ** that beinor 
** fo penetrated with the fenfe, I fail 
" fo in the defcription ?" Let it be 
confidered,when the butchery began, 
the heat and flame of aftion was 
over, that it lafted the whole day 
without intcrmiffion, that the Judges 
and Executioners knew the fufFerers 
were all as innocent as lambs unfliorn, 
and that it made no moreimpreflion on 

F 6 them 
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them than if their hearts had been 
compofed of the fame metal as their 
fword -blades. Here was firmnefs ; 
here was Roman Fortitude. So 
{hould the benches of Democratic 
Juftice be always filled I No voice 
faultered, no cheek loft its colour^ 
Unmoved they faw their ftreaming 
eyes, their piteous looks, their fup- 
plicating geftures. They were 
thanked by their Country for their 
fervices, but they found their beft re- 
tribution in tlieii own reflexions, 
and in the confcious fenfe of having 
faithfully difcharged their duty to the 
Republic. 

On this great day fell the Duchess 
OF Lamballe, and the proudeft 

Arifto- 



JAMES BAPTISE COUTEAU. lap 

Ariftocratical Spirit in France fell 
with her. Her high birth, her 
lofty notions, her difdarn of the Mob^ 
and her attachment to the Royal 
Family, had long marked her as a 
proper facrifice for the Altar of 
Liberty. But (he had a crime of a 
deeper die. She was intitled to 
twelve thoufand pounds a-year from 
the Duke of Orleans. Hinc Hit 
prima malt labes. When we had the 
honour of confining the Royal 
Family in the "Temphy we thruft 
MadameLAMRALLE intoa prifon alfo. 
While juftice was adminiftering, as I 
have before related, fome weak friend 
of this Lady, who wilhed to fave 
her, flew to the Palais Roydlj his 
face pale, and his hair ftanding ereft 

with 
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with horror, to apprife the EHjke of 
Orleans of her danger. Good 
foul ! he had forgot that His High- 
nefs paid her twelve thoufand a-year, 
and only remembered the nearnefs 
of their' alliance. Not ten minutes 
before, I had flipped home (knowing 
what was to happen) to congratulate 
my Patron on the difcontinuance of 
his future payments to the Duchefs. 

To fpeak but truth, the Duke 
never difplayed more good (enfe, more 
politenefs, and more compofurc. He 
received the ft ranger with his ufual 
good- breeding, and an air of uncom- 
mon feftivity. " Pray, Sir,*' fays the 
merry Duke, ** fuffer me to put feme 
•* wine in your glafs, you feem dif- 
** compofed ! If I do not miftake, 

" vou 
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•* you mentioned Madame Lam- 

*' BALLE ; a fine woman, young 

** gentleman! — Abumpcr,CouTEAu! 

** (looking at me archly) This is Ma- 

" dame Lamballe's health ! You 

** are a happy fellow ! you have been 

** in her good graces, I doubt not.'* 

Thefe little pleafan tries were not at 

all in unifon with the mood of the 

(Iranger ; but abafhed, aftonifhed, and 

fhocked, he ran fobbing out of the 

room^ his eyes and hands lifted up 

to Heaven, as if he expeAed the roof 

would fall to crufh our unhallowed 

Sympofium. 



There were fome circumftanccs 
attending the execution of this fair 

Duchefs 
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Duchefs fingular and entertaining 



enough ► 



The door of her prifon-chamber 
happened to be open, and fhe walked 
out into the ftreet. There was fuch 
an air of impofing dignity, fueh a 
look of natural fuperiority in her ap- 
pearance, that our Friends of the 

Kennel flunk back, and involuntarily 
fcemed to make way for her. She 
pafled on unmolefted for fbme little 
way, when fortunately a quick-eyed 
friend of the Duke^s efpied her. He 
h;;ld up a piece of money in one 
hand, and pointing to the Duchefs 
with the other, a patriotic Coal*- 
porter, armed with a bar of iron, no 
fooner faw the money, than he ra(hed 

forward. 
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forward, and feizing her by the lux« 
uriant hair, as a ftag is fometimes 
caught by the branches, ftruck her 
gallantly on the head till (he reeled 
and tumbled. A Kilbr^ properly in- 
ftrudbed, then advanced, and cafting 
her neck over one of his knees, 
hackled r>fF her head, certainly in a 
very bungling manner. The poor 
feiiow, however, as I knew after- 
wards, was not in the leafl: to blame ; 
hisweaponwasblunt from the quantity 
ofjuflice- work he had di ipatched in the 
prifon, and honeft fweat poured from 
his brows beforehalf his talk was over^ 

Several infinuations at the time 
were thrown out agamft the fair 
fame of this Killer^ as if he had 
been under a trepidation, or unwil- 
ling 
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ling to do his duty, but it was the lie 
of th© day, and perfedly unfounded. 
Had I a friend or an enemy to flay, I 
know no one to whom I would fooner 
truft the bufinefs. We fometimes 
iport too hghtly with reputation. 

r 

From the tedioufnefs of the operation 
the Duchefs fufFercd little, for from 
the moment fhe received the blow 
from the Coal-porter's iron fhc was 
in a ftate of infenfibility : there was 
no pcrfcnal malice intended by the 
executioner ; had flie been his iifter 
cr his mother, the thing would have 
been done juft in the fame manner. 

This Lady being a charafler con- ^ 
fpicuoufly obnoxious, it was refolved 
to make her confpicuoufly an ex- 
ample. 
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ample. Her head being off, her en- 
trails were next taken out, and put 
carefully into a large veflel of wood 
with a flat bottom* Her head was fent 

to one of her hair-dreflers, with orders 
tp have her cheeks well rouged, and 
her fine hair drefled in the moft be- 
coming manner ; for as we intended 
(he (hould pay fome vifits, it would 
have been unpardonable to have fuf- 
fered her appearance to be entirely 
ncgleded. 

The High.Prieft of the Toilette, a 
mere milk-fop, fainted at the fight, 
and was immediately pierced with 

twenty Republican fwords, as a re- 
ward for his defpicable pufillanimity 
and incivifm. By another artift 

of 
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of more firmnefs and better prin- 
ciples the drefling was done very 
neatly. The head and bowels were 
then placed upon a board, and pa- 
raded round the Palais Royal^ but 
firft under the Duke's windows*. 
His Highnefs rofe fronm table with a 
napkin in his hand, and looking out 
faid no rtiore than, " Aye^ I fee it is 

^^ the Duchefs, I know her by the 
^' hair ; fhe is coaic to take leave,. 
" but, thank my ftars ! not to call for 
** her jointure." What a pity that a. 
perfon who can fhew fuch a great 
mind at times, and be fo pleafant as the 
Duke, (hould be fubjedl to any capital 
weaknefTes.. 



A?T£R 
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After the head and vifcera had 
paid their compliments at the Palais 
Royaly their next vifit was to the 
"temple. 

Our friends, who went before, rent 
the air with the joyful fliouts of 
** Liberty*^ to bring theRoyal Prifonera 
to the window, and they fucceeded. 
The remains of the Duchefs were 
then held up, fo as to be vifible from 
that where the Queen flood. We 
could obfervc fhe turned deadly pale 
at the fight ; and we heard after- 
wards from our Guards, who were 
in the chamber, that (he flirieked out, 
** Monftersl AhpoorLAMBALLEl" 
and fell in a deep fwoon into the 
King's arms. 

Through 
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Through the fame channel of in- 
telligence we had alfo the pleafurc to 
learn that her wonted fortitude ap- 
peared to have forfaken her from that 
hour, a difmal melancholy took pof- 
feffion of her mind, and there was 
rcafon to hope it would end in the 
entire lofs of her fenfes. 

While the head and bowels were 
paying their compliments as I have 
related, the reft of Madame's ana- 
tomy was diverting our good friends 
in other parts of the City. ' Four 
gallant Demagogues, one ftationed at 
each leg and arro, dragged the beau- 
tiful body thro' moft of the kennels 
of Paris. When the parade was over 
it was tumbled among the other car- 
cafes. 
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cafes, all forming together a very 
noble pile of carnage. Upon the 
whole, I prefer this aft of juftice. 
With all its concomitant circum- 
ftances, to the mangling of the Ad-^ 
miral Coligni, fo minutely de* 
fcribed by Davila and other Hifto- 
rians. We have not degenerated 

from our Anceftors : if I am not too 
partial to my Contemporaries, I pre- 
fume to flatter myfelf, that we have 
foared above them. 

In the morning of, this glorious 
day we had fet up a Tree of Liberty 
properly decorated in the Palais 
Royal^ and we concluded the night 
with a concert, a little dance, and a 

bonfire, the Duke doing our family 

the 
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the honour to take out my Mother as 
his firft partner. 

-i , 

» " I 

The Tree of Liberty is not origi- 
nally of French inftitution. Wc 
tranfplanted it jfince laft war from 
America ; and as the folemnity at 
home is exadly the fame as in that 
country, and fo generally known, 
there is no neceffity to particularize 
it here. The improvements in coun- 
tries we have fraternized deferve to 
be mentioned. Our Soldiers without 
"breeches, ^nd in red night-caps, form 
a ring round the Tree. Should there 
happen to be the leaft deficiency in 
the contributions we have ordered to 
be levied upon our brethren, we feizc 
half-a-dozen of the Magiftratcs, or 

principal 



JAMES BAPTI5TE COUTEAU. lit 

principal inhabitants, load them with 
irons^ caft them into a dungeon, and 

prohibit any intercourse between them 
and their families. After a little 
time they are drawn out of prifon,. 
and fattened by their chains t6 the 
Tree of Liberty. Every now and 
then OUT Guards give tliera a (lice 
with their fabres, a ftab with the 
pike, or roaft them a little at a flow 
fire, all the time our fifers and 
hautboys playing ** Ca Ira^^ or fomc 
xjther animating harmony; and no 
fcene can be imagined more lively. 
In the end we all get drunk, and 
leave our brethren tied to the Tree, 
either ta die of their wounJs, or to 
expire with hunger, 

VOL. II • o Thkse 
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These ceremonies have a wonder- 
ful cfFeft on the nerves of the Spec- 
tators, and on all Fdends of Liberty, 
according to the real lignification of 
that emphatic term, which is fo often 
pronounced, and fo fddom under- 
ftood by the generality of mankinds 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XVIIL 



INTERESTING MATERIALS FOR FRENCH 
HISTORIANS.— -HOW THE DUKE OF 
ORLEANS CHEATED THE DEVIL, AND 
AFTERWARDS HAD HIM ASSASSI- 
NATED. ^TOM PAINE'S APOLOGY 

FUNERAL HONOURS DECREED BY THE 
CONVENTION TO THE DEMI-GOD 

PLATTER . BREECH THE DUKE OF 

ORLEANS CHIEF MOURNER. 



IN the two preceding Chapters, 
which contain a fhort fummary 
of events diftinguifliing thofe two 
bright days the Tenth of Auguft and 
the Second of September, it was im- 
poffible not to prcfent the Public 
with piftures drawn only in blood : 
but ** non omnes arbufta juvant ;*' 
however fond we may be of the good 

G 2 things 
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things which furnifh out our tables, 
no one would cbufe to walk dways 
ia the (hambles, to which our in- 
ternal hiftory for near four years bears 
fo ftriking a refemblance. 

Some perhaps may be fo flifficuk 
as not to relifh any catectainment we 
can fet before them, yet have our 
Penmen variety ia abundance for va- 
rious appetites. Who can be uiiia- 
terefted to hear of the perpetual -de- 
feats oi our armies, the flaughtor of 
our T32||:e-breeched ragged Soldiers 
without any vifible dinatnution of 
their numbers, the defolation of our 
Frontier Towns, the reduftion of our 
ilrongeft Fortreffes, hoftile Nations 
pouring in upon us from every 

quarter. 
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quarter, and all mankind (hrinking 
from our alliance, while our Demo- 
cratie Spirit feems to ride nobly 
buoyanti over the calamities whicb 
environ us i What can. be more ex- 
traordinary thaa tO' fee our Conven- 
tion decreeing away property which 
^bts not belong to their difpofal, 
fending about Coinmiffioneits to ani- 
mate defperation, denouncing each 
other as traitors at every meeting, and 
cafliiering^ difgracmg,. imprifoning^ 
or beheading in their turn^ every one 
of our Generals I The Republic of 
Carthage^ which fometimes cru- 
cified unfuccefsful leadisrsy was but 
our humMe precurfbr in feverity ; for 
from the mongrel Rojralift La 
F-^YETTE to the carouiing^CusTiWE, 

GL 3; w# 
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wc have not fpared a man of them; 
We have taught them a new Tadic^ 
to tremUe at their friends, and fly for 
refuge to their enemies. If they con* 
quer, vi'e denounce \ if they are van* 
quiihed, vire behead them. What 
confidence can be repofed in Officers- 
who could betray their Sovereign f 
They, inverted us with the power ta 
be Tyrants, and they muft cxpcft to 
feel it. Thus all denominations, atl 
orders of mankind are taught to re- 
fpeft us. 

If matter like this, with the incef- 
fant play of our nimbleGuillotine, be? 
not fufficient to intereft curiofity, it 
muft refort to fi£lion and fancy, for 

our 
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our hiftory, our fa6ls are too tame 
for itr 

The following Anecdote, which 
is rather of a comic chan of a ferious' 
nature, does not defer ve attention fo 
much for iis own importance, as be- 
caufc it may ferve, in my hands, to 
fettle the public belief about an affair, 
which, though it has been often and 
varioufty related^ has never hitherto' 
been related truly. Almoft' ' every 
pcrfon had heard fomething, yet 
the information of no' two was fo 
much alike, as to make in their ac- 
counts any tolerable agreement. It is 
better to be entirely ignorant of a ftory . 
than to know it iraperfeftly. The 

G 4 mind 
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mind in fuch a ftate acquirer inothing 
but mifiiiformation and uncertainty. 

It has always been fuppofefd in 
Frakce, that the Duke of Or- 
LEANS had fold himfelf to the Devil. 
His way of life, and the general tenor 
of his eondtjft, made it appcair pro- 
bable. Whatever might be the foiia- 
dation for fucharttmour, k certainly 
was not the bufinefs of His Highncfs 
to difcountenance ijt, as it greatly ca- 
created the veneration for his eha*- 
rafter among his countrymen. His. 
being fuppofed befides to aft by the 
iofpirationi and tinder the proteftionf 
of: a preternatural being, feemed to 
ilD^ly not .oniy wifdom and fuccefs 



m what he ihoold^undertakc, but 
fecurity againft any fehemes to con- 
troul his defignti oi* pfors to endanger 
Kis perfbn; To my Imowledge it 

gained him niaay adherents. Like (e- 
veratothcrs^^ being in the twiiight,and 

beliewng neither in God nop Devil, I 
di$ not well, know what to think. 
Burl relblved^ nor to continue long 
fo A mark of gunpowder in tbe 
Dukes's left» ar<n, which I had been 
defired taobferve^and had ofccn feeu 
36 he was changing^ \m lineti^. per«»> 
f^iied 0ie not a littW;- ^ 

TiTE intimacy firbfifting bt»r4eti 
itsp baoifiied aU cer^smony ;; io" OBr 
evening a^ We wene fitiiiAgSdgetlkcr 
over o\& v^itie^ I^aiked him dire^y if 

OS it 
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it was true that he had fold himfelf 
to the Devil ? He anfwered with a 
fmile, that it was perfedly true, and 
if I defired it, he would tell me the 
particulars. With my ufual fidelity^ 
I fliall communicate them, as nearly 
as I can recolle6t, in the very words 
of His Highnefs, who fpoke as 
follows : 

•* This' whole bufinefs, about 
** which fo much has been faid, antf 
** {o little known, was a mere piece 
** of knavery from ithe beginning ta 
*• the ending. The Devil wanted to* 
** cheat mc, and I wanted to cheat 
** the Devil. Some years fince as I 
** was in my clofet aflbrting fome 
•* curious poifons^ which had been 

f "fcnt 
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*' fent me by one of my Agents in . 
'' Italy for a few of my particular 
*^ friends, a gentle tap called me 
^* to the door, which was locked. 
^* There! found Sarpini, one of the 
*' Grooms of my Chamber, a Nea- 
" politan, a domeftic at that time 
** much in my confidence. After 
** apologij^ing for the interruption, he 
•^ told me he could procure me a 
** vifit from the Devil, if I chofc to 
*^ honour him with thecommifEon ; a 
**' friend of his,, who was a Sorcerer, 
** having a magical fecret by which 
*Vhe could conjure him up from, the ' 
** regions of darkneft* He added, * 
** that the Devil, being aH-p©werful, ' 
"could appear in any difgurfe I' 
**^ thought proper, »id ^yould come* 

©6 ^* either 
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•* ttther as a Monk or an Abb^r tt^ 

•* avoid giving any fcandd ii^ th* 

*^ family ; but that the SorceWr ^as 

** too poor to bear the cx^penofe of the 

^* charms and incantations need&r^ 

" to raife his Matter, without affift* 

** ance from my liberality. Good, 

*' good ! (anfwered I) by all means 

•' let him come ; there is no one I 

** refpcA nfK)re, and I fliall be impa- 

** tient to fee him. Defire your 

*' friend the Sorcerer to make my 

*' humble duty: I (hall expeft tiie 

*• hc^iotir of the Devil's conipany to* 

^^morrow exactly at midnight. Ac 

•* the feme time I gave Sarpini an 

^* order for a confiderable fum i!qx)n 

*' one of my Bankeri at Paris, and bad 

«> 

^^ ium take care to have an excellent 

•• fupper, 
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*^ fupper^ and all forts cf liquors 
*' ready, that his Majefty might have 
^ no r^fon to^ CQCDplain of my hof- 
*^* pitalityi The Devil (fays he)^ my 
t* Loid I I believe, is not nice, but 
** eats aniJ drinks like other people ^ 
•*^ however, I will take care nothing 
flxall be wanting for his good re* 
ception ; and away went the Nea- 
** poUtam 

** PuNCTVAL to his hour, in 
^^ ftalked my vifitor, in the babk of 
** a Francifiran. He wa^ a big tall' 
" Devil, above iix feet higbj, with a 
^^ hoarfe voice, afid faking our l^p* 
*« fuage with a ftrong Gjerman aic- 
'^ cent and ptonoiieation. > After the 
^^ vSx3l otoiplimfntS) aipd mjr f^- 

•* quiring 
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•' quhing about his health, and bis 
** little famrly, he placed himfelf in 
*^ a chair oppofite to me, and drank 
** ofF a large glafs of almoft every 
** wine on the table, to moiften about 
** three pounds of a cold pafty and 
** four crout, which he crammed in 
** as faft as if he bad not tafled food 
** for a fortnight. I thought thcL 
*' rafcal would never have dcMie 
•• Huffing. 

** At laft we entered upon bufinefs* 
y He promifed me mountains ; I was 
*^ to be the head of aU the Bourbons, 
«* to afcend the throne, and live to be 
** the oldeft man in all my domi- 
*^.nions* He was to be always at 
^^ my coimmand, mid, though la- 

^^vifible/ 
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** vifiMe, to obey my orders as nradi 
** as if he wore my livery and re- 
*' cdved my wages. In return for 
^* an Ais, I was u> fign a paper ki 
*• my own Hood, containing Ae re* 
verfionary grant of my {fnrit to liis 
difpoM for erer. He drew a few 
*^ drops of blood from my left arm 
•* with a lancet, after producing 
•* the bond which contained the 
** terms of our agreement. The fides 
** were fcrawled over with tails,, 
** claws and flames^ and the middle 
*• was in red charafters^ which he af^ 
*• fured me were traced in the blood 
" of anew-born child, whofe throat 

V 

** had been cut expreffy for the pur- 
" pofe. I figned my uame^ leaving 
*• out however the laft letter, j, for 

*• I was 
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^ I wja dicn CHARTaEs. By this-^ 
*' omiflion I concluded the cowji* 
*^' tion could not be exafted^ asl fup-^ 
«* pofed ttie Courts and Lawyers in 
^^ the dominions beneath decreed aodi 
^ praftifed much in the fame way as* 
"ours^ who always pay moreregarA 
*^ CO forms aiui tiiftes than to the fub^ 
*^ ftance of the caudle before fbeoi,.- 
•*^ Thus ended our hxteryiew. My" 
^^ Devil ilalked off wkhoot appear^ 
^ jog to difcover the trick I; had^ 
^^ p^yed him, and left tx^ entioeljF 
't iatisfied^ with Ibe thoughts of hav^ 
^< ing ib in|pnioufly outwitted him». 
^ But J gpt to the bottom of the* 
^ whole bufineis foon afterwa^s by 
^< means of another fibrvant. who was< 

^ either really attached tome, or was 

jealous 
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••jealous of my regard for Sarpink 
** My Dcvil^ it &ems> was no 
•^ other thaii a ralcally German 
Mountebank5 hired by the Nea- 
politan to trick me out of a good 
fum of money. The farce ended 
tragically for them. I had theca 
^^ both aflailinated. By my order 
^ my Bravos told the Mountebank 
^' he had tio right to complain, for if 
^' he was the Devil, as be pretended, 
**^ they could do him no injury ; iC 
*^ not, he dc{crvei to be punifhed for 
^^ attempting to fport witb fo facred 
" a charadler, and to impofe upon at' 
^* Prince of the Blood Royiil; The" 
*^ Neapolitan was ftabbfecl-,. and* 
'• thrown into the River without any 
*^ explanation.** ' ' *' 

Thus 
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THtJS ended theDuKE's ftory. — Her 
cfofcd it with an obfervation, which as 
iffhews at once his^ candour, hisweak- 
nefs and his ambition, deferves to be re- 
membered/ ** You fee (fays- he), my 
^•'fi'iend, how two worthfcfs varlets 
**^ wanted to'fport with my credulity ; ' 
** yet fuch is human nature, fo un- 
•* willing is the mind to relinquifh 
•* any wifh or defirc which has taken 
**^(feep root in the affeftions, that 
*^ though I deteded the cheat, tho*' 
** I know the fellow was an im- 
** poflor, without power ta forefee 
** events, or to influence them, yet I 
** often throw the veil of delufion 
** over my fancy, and half-clofing 

**^ the eyes of my underflanding, give 
** myfelf up to the pleafing ireverie,, 

^' that 
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*^ that he fpoke from prcfcience^ and 
** that his promifes will be all ac- 
^^ complifliecL'* 

I ENPBAvouKED at the time ffiU 
more to embody for him this chi- 
mera ; and I mnft do myfclf the 
juflice to declare, diat white he had 
any power, whik any thing was left 
to him to give j no patriot behaved to 
him vfkh more attachmentand fide-- 
lity than I did. I partook of his 
profperity in the moft friendly 
manner ; but to avoid the appearance 
of fingularity, 1 c6uldnot venture to 
adhere to him in his misfortunes^ 
Alas, poor Prince! in fpite of his* 
German Mquntebank, his predifled 

throne is th^ ftraw of a dungeon in 

Mar- 
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Maksjeille^, his dominions the ex- 
tent of his prifony his fubjcds rats 
and Uzards^ and his longevity wil|i 
terminate whea his former partizant 
have fettled la what manner they 
can deprive him of his cxiffiencc moft 
conveniently for their own intereft^ 
We have ftripped hkn alcead^ of 
what was valuablei his mofieyf. said 
dae worth lefs carcafe we conitder but 
as lumber* We have bciides the &^ 
tisfa(5lion ta reite<f%, that he has notr 
what h caJlfed one principle of virtue: 
lieft, which caa gix€ him a right to- 
reproach us. Ifheoffers to upbraid us. 
with thefuras hchaslaviihedon us,wc' 
anfwer^ they were fquandered for his 
own purpoles^ and his own amlx- 
tion- If heprefumes to talk of our 

ingrar- 
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ingratitude and or uelty, we refer him 
tto his own caiidu<% towards his Royal 
JCinfaian and Bcnefaftor, when he 
purchafed venal fufFrages for his coH'- 
<demnatio», and took the part of a 
|)ioneer in his murder 5 io whctt 
darknefs and death confie iipow hias, 
as he lived uupitying, he will fiill 
oinpitied. 

The Coaverfation I have naen- 
tiGnaed paffed i^etween us on the eve 
of the KiKG^s Execution. It was 
interrupted b^ the entrance of 
Marat and the , Nephev? ^f 
DAMiENf To the vigaance of thf 
faft we are obKged for the legalized 
tnurdcrof the Spvbreigk^ Asthp 
criaiinal law flood on the day before 

His 
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His Majesty^s Mock Trial, to con- 
demn capitally, a majority of one 
third part of the Aflembly prefcnt 
was requiiite. By the addrefs of my 
friend we had the law changed on that 
very morning, and it was enacted, 
that the majority of a fingle voice was 
fuflicient. He alfo exercifed with 
great fuccefs his known talent for 
forgery. Moft of the papers pro- 
duced againft the King, as extradls 
from his letters and difpatches, were 
of this great man's fabricating. With- 
out them we fhould have had no- 
thing which could have ferved for 
evidence. The Duke, Marat, and 
I, who were in the fecret, diftin- 
guiftied ourfelves much by the vio- 
# lencc 
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lence with which we iafifted on their 
authenticity. 

Tom Paine affifted a good deal 
-as to ordering the form of the Trial, 
by recommending to us the pre- 
cedent of King Charles the Firft 
of England, who was murdered 
by his fubjefts much in the fame 
way as we intended to difpofe of our 
unfortunate Sovereign. Tom's con- 
du£t, who has now loft the confi- 
dence of his Conftituents, by voting 
not for the King's death, only for his 
perpetual imprifonment, was for a 
time inexplicable. When it was ob- 
jefted to him that the tendency of all 
his writings had been to recommwid 
and fan£tify the moft daring and vio* 

tent 
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lent excefics, and that the perturbav 
tors of the world were in feft but his 
Difciples, yet he had Ihrynk from his 
;Own principles, and like a bafeRcne- 
^de voted for mercy; he aflumed 
*o himfelf, with exultation, all the 
merit due to his anarchical publica- 
tions, but tried in vain to reconcile 
them with his pufiflammous fuffragc 
in the Contention. The fubftancc 
«of his defence was, that in the happy 
difpofition of the Nation, he knew 
very wefl fxothing he could recom- 
mend, tinder t1ie appearance of lenity, 
could have much weight, for the 
people were like tygers, who, once 
they had tafted b^ood, muft be gorged 
before they could be fatiated. Thofe, 
he faid^ muft kiiow him little who 

could 
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^odid impute to him any featimeat 
of juftkc or moderation^ from which 
be v^s ds conicious of being exempt 
as any Reformer among our mil- 
Ibns ; but be apprehended the King's 
ptiblic execution might be attended 
with embarraffing confequences not 
immediately obvious ; multitudes al- 
ready difcontented at home would be 
unt^d by it, and every Nation in 
EtTROPK with a King at its head, 
would be naturally fummoned to 
take vengeance for an aft which fet 
an example fo dangerous to every 
Regal Government, . The people of 
America, he added, were known to 
difapprove of the meafure for fome pf 
the reafons by which he was influ- 
enced ; it was his bufinefs to appear 

VOL. II. H to 
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to refpe<St their fentimcnts, and in 
them it would be highly impolitic 
not to fechi, at leaft, to remonftratc 
againft the murder of a King whp 
wasabfolutewhenhe hadaffifted them 
Ivith his fleets and armies; and 
that, in (hort, there were many 
different ways of annihilating a 
RoyaL Family, equally efFe£bual, 
and much lefs exceptionable, than a 
public execution on a fcaffold. Thus 
did Tom attempt to difplay his wif- 
dom, and to vbdicatehis confiflency* 
We knew him too well, not to fuf- 
pe£l his fincerity. We diicovered 
that he had taken a large bribe for 
his antiregicidal vote, and out of falfe 
modefly was afhamed to acknowledge 

it. 

Europe 
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BaROP£ has refouiided fo loudly 
with the Trial and Execution of 
l/)UK, and we our felves have made 
the whdie fb public by details in ouc- 
Newfpapers, that ftrangers are al- 
moft as well acquainted with the 
particulars as we who aflifted at both 
the folemnities. I had the honour, 
as my reader may remember, to let 
fall the edge of the law on the neck 
of my Sovereign. We had thoughts 
of placing the Queen and her Chil- 
dren under the fcaffold, that the blood 
of the Hufcand and Father might fall 
upon them ; but recolkifting that this 
embellifhment of Jiiftice had been 
before introduced at the execution 
of Nemours by Louis the Eleventh, 
a King and a Tyrant, we rejeded it ; 

H 2 yet, 
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yet, not to leave tRe public mind un- 
fatisfied, we treated the Royal Cap- 
tives with every rigour and indignity 
which human cruelty could devife, 
after die Murder of His Majefty. 

But, notwithftandingall our merit 
in this heroical and neceflary aft of 
Juftice, it evidently did not give uni- 
verfal fatisfaftion to the people in 
general. It became ndccffary there- 
fore to divert their thoughts to fome 
other fubjeft, and chance kindly pre- 
fcntcd it to us. It happened rtioft op- 
portunely, that on the very day of the 
execution, the Demigod Platter- 
BEEECH, {pinning himfelf throVthe 
ftreets as ufual, was cruflied to death 
by the Cavalry which guarded the 

King 
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King to the fcafFold. He was mafhed 
as if he had. been brayed in a mortar. 
I|is laft wifli, as we heard, was, that 
his cataftrophe might be ferviceable 
to Liberty : moft luckily, his Platter 
received no injury. 

I IMMEDIATELY informed the 
Convention of the misfortune which 
had deprived us of Platterbreech, 
with many encomiums on the virtues 
of the deceafed,who, like myfelf, was 
a Member of that auguft Aflembly. 
r moved that his remains Ihould be 
honoured with a decree for their 
public interment, in a ftyle the moft, 
magnificent. Colleding all my 
powers of oratory, I fpokc in thet 
Senate as follows ; 

H 3 «* Since 
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*' Since the People of France 
*' have broke thci defpotic yoke they 
*' groaned .uiid^r, hei* revolutionary 
'^ annals offer no epoch more Irrik* ' 
** ing than the prefent, when we 
** fee almcft at the fame mftant the' 
** Guardian of Liberty unfortunately 

•* cruilied by the feet of his friends, 
** and a. Tyrant decollated by the 

tf Sword of Juftica Unconimon 
^^'was his dieath, and Ictj laisrobfe- ' 
*4 quips be imprefled witli the fame 
*' charaiSler. Let an infcription trace 
"^ witli energetic fimplicity the 
** manner of his cataftrophe. Let 
'* th^ Image of Liberty, fble objeft 
" worthy the regard of Republicans, 

**' and the Banndf of the Declaration 
" of Rights, the faqred foundation of 

"all 
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ail Popular Conftitutions, be pa- 
** raded before hitn. Thus the Plat- 
** i^iiRBREECH, aGcompanied by his 
** virtues, furrounded by his weep- 
*' ing fritnds, in the midft of the 
** National Convention, of the Exe- 

*• cutive Council, the Adminiftrators 
** and the Judges, Depofitaries of the 
** Law, fliall advance to the Pan- 
*• thoon, where natioual gratitude has 
^^ marked the place for his inter- 
^^ ment. There will we depofit the 
** remains of our eftimable Colleague. 
•* His Flatter (hall be elevated under 
** a general difcharge of fire-arms, 
*• and faftened to his tomb amidft 
*' the lamentations of his weeping- 

*' FelloW-CitizenS.PLATTERBREECH 

>' {haTI hear our folemn engagements. 

H 4 ** from. 
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♦* from the bottom of his mt>iibmeut: 
i* yet whatever honours you rtiay 
*• think proper to decree as a requital 
*^ of his fervice?, the union of all 
** good Citizens will be the moft ac- 
•* ceptable and noble recompencc 
•* both of his life and death ♦/^ 

Every thing I propofcd was agreed 
to, and decreed unanimoufly by the 
Convention. The Dukb of 
Orleans was appointed Chief 

Mourner ; but to ftiew extraordinary 
refpcft to a great popular charader^ 

♦ Funeral Honours fuch as fhefc were de- 
creed hy the Conrention to the remains of 
PfeLLETiER BE St. Fargeau, One of the 
Regicides, affaflinated by Paris, foon after 
the King's murder. 

See Chronk^je de Paris, Vendrcdi 25^ 
Janvier^ Tan 2c dc la Republique. 

he 
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be infixed alfb on being more particu- 
bdjufeful^and that he would himfelf 
carry the little coffin under his arm 
to the place of interment. The 
Spedtators, who were more nume- 
rous than at the King's Execution r 
while the proceflion moved along, 
cried out, as with one voice, that the 
burden was not unworthy of the 
bearerir 
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FORMATION OI^" THE SELECT *" COM- 

MITTEE, OR CABINET, OF \VHOM 

eOMPOSEi).- — MANNER OF AbMINJ- 
JVTERING JXfSTrCE. — >- WISDOM OF 
MARAT.— EDUCATION. r>IpT N^GI^ECT- 
ED.— FORM OF RETURNS MADE TO THE 
COMMITTEE.— PRIVATE LIFfi OF THE 

CABINET.— THE RED NIGHT. CAP PRE^ 
FERABLE TO CHARITY. 

OUR domination was now in ap- 
pearance pretty well efta- 
bliflicd. The King murdered ; the 
Queen almoft bowed to the grave 
with the weight of her afflidtions, 
and fufFering with her Children and 
Sifter-in-Law all the mifery which a 
prifon and hard treatment could in- 

flia 
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fli<9: on the vileft criminals ; the 
Nobility exiled, plundered, or but- 
chered ; the Clergy hanged, and the 
people half ftarving ; our next care 
was to fecure to ourfelves the perma- 
nency of all this power and felicity 
which we had thus nobly acquired. 

For this purpofe we had many 
meetings at the Palais Royal. All 
who had diftinguifhed themfelves in 
the maflacres, women as well as men, 
were at firft admitted, but little of im- 
portance was determined in fuch mixed 
and numerous Affemblies. All talked 
together at the fame time, every one 
boafting of his own exploits, and^ 
fecming to think more of what was 
already performed than of arranging 

H 6 matters 
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matters for the future. *^ I ripped 
•* up the entrails often Swift (cried 
** one) who werelying together wkh 
**- their hands tied behind them — ^*' 
•* I' ftabbed two Ducheffes, three 
** Bi(hops, and a fat Baronefs (roared 
*^ another), and here's a piece of her 
** liver,'' which he produced from 
his pocket— •^ I ftrangled feven 
*^ Children in the nurfery (fays a 
^* third) befopc the face of their 
*' parents?—'* and thus they went on. 
Their vanity, in (hort, was into- 
lerable^ 

We got them away as well as wc 
could, and when they were gone^ 
ao^reed to form a private Committee^ 
)i^hich fhould be the foul and centre 

of 
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bFerery thing* Citizen Equality 
was allowed to be Chairman ^ of 
Pr^fident : the Committee confifted 
of RoBESPiERXE, ^ MARATy and 

Myfelf ; Equality was to have 
two voices, when neceflary upon a 
divifion, in order to throw in hid 
cafting-vote, that nothing might re- 
main undetermined. At times we 
had fome trouble to keep him quiet, 
for every now and then be gave U8 
hints that the hour was come to pro^ 
claim him King, which we knew 
had been his objed from the begin- 
ning; but we put him off as often on 
different pretences. Marat, I re-« 
member, was once obliged to* tell 
him, that if he did not hold hi^ 
tongue, he would denounce him of 

incivifna. 
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inciviftn, put him into a ftatc of aecu- 
fetiont, and give hini lap to the. Rev)a-i 
lutionary Tribmial. The terror of 
this threat always kept him filent. 

SANSTERRE,DANTON,THOURIOt, 

GoRSAs, Merlin, Henriot, Ma- 
dame Teroigke, my Mother,, and 
others, were at times admitted to 
Gbnfultations, and their opinions 
taken upon matters, when we wiftied 
to extend refponfibility. Not one of 
theperfons 1 have juft mentioned but 
might have officiated with propriety 
9S High-Prieft at the Altar of 
Moloch. 

:For fome time, indeed, the Selefl! 
<2oiT)raittee did not do fo much good 
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as.tnigbt have been cxpefted. Our 
mcctinga often ^ided only in getting 
dronkand qriarrcUmg* Marat and! 
h«ad twice a fierce difpute, each claim- 
ing to himfelf the honour of having 
flaijghtered a family in the Rne Co- 
hfnbiere^ and the Ruffian finding I 
had the advantage while \y^ kept to 
our tongues, whipped out his knife^ 
and flruck me twice in the face with 
it. I retain the mark of his handy ^ 
wprk, and had not my good fortune 
averted the point a little,, I might 
have lofl my left eye ; fo I fhould 
have refembled Lycurgus not only 
in bein§ a Legiflator, but a Mono- 
cqlill. No man ever had from the 
Womt> ojf his motjier a tqmper more 
fierce, or a difpofirion more fan- 

guinary 
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guinary than my Pylades : he 
was born with all thofe fine pro- 
pcnfities which NatoraUfts afcrihe> 
to the Tiger-Cat and the Hyaena;^ 
and if his fpirit ever tranfmigrates, it 
will certainly refide in one oi theie 
animals hereafter. His diftempers 
and the evil habit of his body, how^ 
ever, have increafed his malignity, 
and filled his veflels with a more cor- 
roding vitriol ; for, like Naaman, 
the Syrian, ** he is a mighty man, 

** but he is a Leper/' The Nephew 
of Damten (who always fomented 
our altercations from the mere hope 
of bloodfhed) is by nature not lefs 
cruel, but being Kke Drancev^ 
Mngud meliorf fedfrlgida hello dextra^ 
he contents himfelf with recom- 

mendiog 
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molding daughter, and in praiiin 
the perpetrators, but leaves exe- 
cution to us. He will indeed ftab, 
tr cot a throat wh^i wc hold a vic- 
tim for him, but he never offers to 
attack where there appears to be the 
lead danger of refinance. 

After many difputes^ much dif* 
cuffion, and frequent adjournments^ 
we at laft aigrecd to the following 
Regulations* 

As our Revolution was com- 
pletely unlike any other ever heard 
of, we agreed to fupport it by means 
as novel. All other Legiflators, from 
the time of Moses to the prefcnt 
hour^ began by founding the State in 

the 
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the eftablifhment of a Religion, and 
in feCLiring a maintenance for the 
Minifters of the Altar : we opened by 
abolilhingReligion, and continuing to 
plunder and hang the Clergy. In all 
other nations certainadls called crimes, 
fuch as parricide, murder, facrilege, 
robbery, perjury, maiming, and the 
f^R, wcr6 defined, brought rn^dcv a 
particular dcfcriptioii, prohibited, wd 

a penally annexed rcfpedively t<x 
their commiffion. The law wa& 
made general, without diftindion of 
perfons, and promulgated. We made 
a parnicular law for every particular 
cafe, and leaving all things to the 
difcretion of the Judge, the Court's 

depifion became an example without 
Icing a precedent ; fo that from fuch 

capri- 
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capriGioiMS authorities no knowledge 
could be gained, nor no rule efta- 

blifhed. It could not indeed be well 
otherwife^ as may be feen by the fol« 
lowing diftindbions* 

If an Ariftocrate, in defending his. 
own life againfl a Sans Culotte, who 
attacked him pike or poniard in 
h?p4$ h^pp^ei^d IK> kill; the aiT^ilant, 
hO'Vfw ipfqfaSla condetpned to death ; 
if, on the contrary, a Sans Culotte, 
after robbing an Ariftocrate, killed 
him, a Civip Crown was decreed to 
him, he was admitted to the honour 
of the Sitting with applaufes, and re-- 
fpeftable mention made of the tranf- 
aftion in the Minutes of the Conven- 
tipu.. It would have been no lefe 

difficult 
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difRcult in many other inftances to 
make the law general. The excep- 
tions would have been more nume- 
rous than the cafes coming under the 
rule. Inftead of a general prohibition 
(as may be {ctn above) againft kil- 
ling, our code only meant, *• Thou 
•• (hall not kill a Sans Culottc/' In- 
ftead of •* Thou fhalt not ftcal/* it 
meant, " Thou (halt ftcal frotn 
*• every one except a Sans CuJotte ;'* 
and fo with the reft of the Decalogue* 

Upon thefe points there was no 
divifion of opinion. The fame una- 
nimity appeared in the Cabinet upon 
the following : 

That 
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That it was for the good of the 
State to opprefs, harrafs, deftroy, and 
utterly extirpate by all poffiblc means 
every perfon fufpefted of having the 
leaft pretenfions to birth, education, 
property, talents, or integrity, with 
a faving for Citizen Equality, who 
was defcended from the Royal 
Family, and had learned to dance, 
and ride the great horfe. Upon the 
llrfl: of thefe points, his high birth, 
he always afllired us no exemption 
was neceflary, for he was not legiti- 
mately a Bourbon, butthefon of a 
Coachman. 

It was alfo agreed, that all inno- 
cent perfons fliould be condemned, 
and all the guilty acquitted ; that the 

(imple 
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fimple accufation of a fingle Sans Cu- 
lotte (hould be conlidered as fufiicietot 
for the convidion often Ariftocrateft ; 
4aiid that the tcftimony of ten Arifto- 
crates, though taken feparately, anl 
all concurring in proof of the crime 
of a Sans Culotte, fhould be confi- 
tlered as perjury ; and that they fhould 
ftand three times in the Pillory, with 
a paper faftened to their breafts, 
with thefe words in Capital Lettefs, 
« CALUMNY AND PERJURY. 



jf • 



In order to complete the flavery of 
the Public, and to fee u re our own 
authority, we refolved to have the 
word LIBERTY for ever in our 
mouths, and a drawn Dagger in 
our hands as conftantly; to men- 
tion 
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tion MuTius Sc^voLA, Brutus, 
and Oliver Cromwell, always 
with applaufes ; and never to pro- 
nounce the word King without ac- 
companying it with fbme epithet of 
contempt, or term of opprobrium ; 
in the Convention, to bear down 
with hiffingb, hootings, or the cudgel, 
any of that free Aflembly who (hould 
dare to differ from us in opinion ; but 
above all, as our loweft people are 
the moft fanguinary, and the greateft 
poltroons in the world, to amufe and 
make them happy at proper intervals, 
by founding the tocjinf ordering a 
maffacre, and allowing them the 
plunder of fome houfes, after we had 
taken out 'what was moft valuable for 
our own ufe, under the name of a 

•• Fund 
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«* Fund for Public Exigencies/* Here 
it was that Robespierre, for the 
enlargement of natural rights/ firft 
threw out his beautiful theory upon 
the neceffity of aflaffinating, without 
any previous information, all who 
were fufpefted to be guilty of in- 
civifm by public clamour. He more 
largely expatiated upon it afterwariis 
in its proper place, the Conventions 

Marat, with more good fen(c 
than I fuppofed him to be mafter of, 
faying that nothing kept the people 
fb much in awe of a Government as 
a conflant flate of terror, propofed to 

have a Guillotine in every flreet, 
and to chop off the heads of all 
whd were fufpefted of difcontent, or 

heard 
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hear^ to utter the lead murmur 
ag^inft our Adminiftration^ without 
any other formality than our de- 
nunciation. This idea we in a great 
meafure adopted, and it proved a very 
wholefome expedient. Befides the dis- 
play of our power, it was attended by 
thefe two good confequences : Such 
as we fuffered to remain alive were 
obliged to us for their exiftence, and 
we got rid of a number of mouths by 
deftroying fuch a multitude oT people; 
for who does not know that the dead 
neither eat nor prattle ? In order to 
keep things quiet, he alfo fuggefled 

the ailaffination of two hundred and 
iixty thoufand people all together^ 
pledging himCelf at the fame time, 
to get the bufinefs done in the mod 
voL.iu 1 fatif- 
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fatisfadlory manner. We liked the 
motion much, and for a time gave 
intojt; but upon mature confidera- 
tion we were obliged to relinquifh it, 
folely becaufe it did not feem probable 
that fuch a multitude would fufFer 
their throats to be cut without a certain 
degree of troublefomc refiftance. By 
this forbearance, when the temptation 
was fo ftrong, v/e made a great fa- 
crifice to prudence, for we /hould 
aflbrcdly have acquired great popu- 
larity by the maflacre; but popularity 
may fometimes be purchafed too 
dearly. ' 

We were not inattentive to the 
education of our youth. By the fame 
Edid which forbad parents to fufFer 

their 
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their children to go to Church, tend- 
ing only to efFeminate their minds 
and to infe£t their morals, we en- 
joined a fubftitutionary exercife much 
more likely to prepare them to be 
good Citizens, and ufeful members 
of the Democracy. A certain number 
of unadults in every diftrift, from the 
age of eight to fourteen, were ordered 
to attend the waggons which carried 
off the dead bodies of fuch as were 
maflacred. Thefe children were to 
be inftrufted how to pack the car- 
cafes fo as to lye tnoft conveniently, 
and take up leaft room in the vehicle. 
This inftitution not only ferved to 
make them handy, but to familiarize 
them to fpe£tacles from which tender 
minds are too apt to revolt. Thus 

12 we 
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wc laid a foundation to fccure the pa- 
triotifm and confirm the fortitude of 
the rifing generation* Another ad^ 
vantage is alfo likely to refult from 
!€• The relifli for human flefh is be- 
ginning to prevail much in our 
country. Should it ever become an 
article of exportation (as it probably 
may be), our infants will thus have 
learned one branch of a trade which 
may bring in large fums to the 
Pcople^s Exchequer ; our young fe- 
males may foon be taught to become 
falters ; and we fhall then be able to 
uhderfell all our neighbours, not o ily 
frond our greater abundance of the 
exportable commodity, but from the 
fuperior excellence of the manu- 
fa£fufe, no nation having taken fuch 
" wile 
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wife precautions as we have done to 
fecure a preference in this article of 
^ns. 




It is a vulgar error to fuppolc 
that human flefh is not palatable^ 
I have tafted it often, and never^ 
without pleafure. Even a woman of 
feventy, provided fhe has not been 
what is called an Old Maid, eats well 
with vinegar^ muftard, aud fed 
pepper. The fair fex in general are 
preferable to males, and the youngef 
the better, no doubt ; but all mouths 
cannot expert delicacies. An Irifh 
Child which has been fed 6n milk 
and potatoes, particularly from the 
Province of Munfter^ is a nicer 
diih with fpinach than any houfe* 

I 3 lamb 
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lamb I ever faw ferved to table.' Sa- 
vages, whofe appetites are unadulte- 
rated, prefer a human broil to any 
viand whatfoever ; and this uell- 
known fa6t muft get the better of all 
fpeculation, and remove all pre- 
judioe. 

These v^^crc the Arcana of our 
Government. With what awe muft 
Hot the world be ftruck vs^hen it con- 
templates the perforiages who com- 

pofed bur Cabinet, and the great ob- 
jefls which engaged our attention. 
Ail that is held dear by mankind was 
it our difpofal ; the fate of near 
twenty millions of per foil 5 depended 
entirely on our fupreme will and 
pleafure. I have taken the remaih- 



\u^ 
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ing populatioa of France at this 
amount ; for notwithftanding all the 
boafting of fome Patriots, I do 
not believe, from the hour when 
Berthier and Foulon were mur- 
dered, we have, upon the whole^ 
exiled and deftroyed five . millions. 
To hear fome people talk one would 
think the number had been confider- 
able. My computation, I am certain, 
is pretty accurate. As to what was 
done at Paris, I know within a thou- 
fand J the whole does not amount 
to half a million. With regard to 
the provincial returns I cannot be po- 
fitive, becaufe we dete£ted conceal- 
ments of the number in feveral 

• - * 

places, and accounts exaggerated 
from motives of intereft or vanity in 

14 others. 
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Other?* Wc have^ however, th 
tisfadlon to think that the woi 
but begun ; and if fortune be not 
propitious, and no intervention 
pens of accidents impoifibJe t( 
forefcen, we are likely to be U 
with a continuance of thefe h 
convuliioni at leaft for fifty i 
longer. 

To ihew that I do not fpea 
random/ I will^ gratify the Pi 
with the following authentic D 
ment. 

Copy of the Return from Rue 

ANTOIKE to the CCMMITTEE of Mu 

and Pillage. 

Thursday, Aug. 27. 
First yrar of the Republic. 
HANGBi>-*KThirty Pricfts forcroiTing 1 

fclvcs. . ^ 

E 
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Ditto — ^Nine Ariftocrates, conviftcd of 
having gold watches. 

Stabbed— Their Wives and Children for 
pitying them, (Number of Children tin- 
certain.) 

Beheaded*— Two ci*de<uant Bifliops for 
being found at piayers. 

Ditto— Nineteen Free Citizens, for ftying 
times were better under the King. 

Thrown into the River— Twelve Far- 
mers, for alking money for their com. 

Roasted and eaten— One Englilh GirU 
aged Thirteen, and three Children 

quite in fcafon — of an Ariftocrate by name 
Philibert. ' 

Burned AtiVE — Two Old Women and an 

AJftrian CorporaL 

X 5 Plun- 
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Plundered and gutted Seventeen 

Houfes* 

This paper was not fele£led, but is 
prefented as the firft which came to 
my hand. Sometimes^ the numbers 
were more, fometimes lefs, the above 
may ferve as a medium* 

Our Refbrmatioi> paight be com- 
pared to a blunt razor, which tho^ 
it leaves behind the beard or ex- 
crefcence which it is employed tore- 
move, yet tears oflF the Ikin, and lets 
the blood out plerniruUy* 

The- good-natured piart of the 
world will no doubt be anxious for 

our private fituation. It .will naturally 

^ fuppofe 
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fuppofe. US worn down with fatigue, 
and infufferably^harralfed by the mul- 
tiplicity of our occupations. But le,t 
me remove this anxiety, for in truth 
we were as much objects pf envy in 
our private, as we were of admira- 
tion in our public capacity. Every 
, thing had its proper time and place. 
The Conqimittee of Murder fat for 
two hours three times every week; 
the Committee of Plunder as often ; 
and half an hour on Sundays ferved 
for the Committee to propagate Im- 
pjety. Nothing could be more eafy 
^ and expeditious. Equality lived 
as ufual, in all the luxury of his pa- 
lace^ Robespierre, my Pylades, 
and I, poiTefled ourfelves of the 
three beft Hotels at Paris, after 

16 hanging 
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hanging the owners at the door ; we 
found (he cellars weH {bred> the 
ibbles full of good faorfes; and the 
fnftd for puWic exigencies fopplied 
us with every thing we couid defire 
for our private gratification. The 
plunder of the Royal Jewels and Ca- 
binets at Versailles and Paris 
were an inexhauftible mine taus. We 
lived» in fliort, in the firft ftyle, like 
the moft opulent NoHemcn, like the 

NEMOtfRS, the ROCHEFOUCAULTS^ 

the LiANCouRTS, the Brisacs, the 
Harcovrts^ and others, whom we 
pillaged or murdered. There was 
no difference in our grandeur or our 
appearance, except that thefe Noble- 
men wore hati, and we wore the 

H^d Night-Cap- 

•* Charity 
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"Charity (fays the Scripture) 
^* covereth ai mukitude of iins/* I 
fay, the Red Night-Cap covers 
them much better, and in a greater 

abundaoce. 

-t 
Though, perhaps, it may be ra- 
ther beneath the dignity of a Frenqh 
Reformer to enter into a fort of 
conteflatton with a Chriftian ApofUe, 
yet I will condefcend once, ifor the 
^templification of truth, to lay before 
the Public all the infipid qualities 
afcribed by St. Paul to what he calls 

the virtue of Charity, and let them 
be compared with the more energetic 

properties which belong to the Red 

■ ' ' ' '' 
Night-Cap. 

■ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ^ ^ ; • ' rj 

**CHAILITy 
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*' Charity (fays the Tent-maker 

** of TARstJs) fufFereth long, and is 
*' kind ; Charity envieth not ; Cha- 
*' rity vaunteth not itfelf, is not 
** puffed up ; Charity doth not 
*' behave itfelf unfeemly, feeketh not 
*' her own, is not eafily provoked, 
*^ thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in 
" iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth ; 

*' beareth all things, believeth all 

^' things, endureth all things. Cha- 
** rity never faileth." 

Thus much in favour of Charity. 
Audi filter am partem] Hear now the 
Advocate for the Red Night-Cap. 

The Red Night-Cap never, filf- 
fers the (lighteft injury without takiii 
vengeance for it, and is of a noble fero- 

city. 



OP 
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City. The Red Night- Cap with good 
ftnfe envies every thing that is 
worthy of envy, and having proper 
pride, on every occafion makes the 
befft difplay of its own merits. The 
Red Night-Cap defpifes a finical at- 
tention to behaviour or courtefy, and 
not only feeks and keeps its own, 
but fdzes every thing whicli belongs 
to other people. The mereft trifles 
provoke the high fpirit of the Red 
Night- Cap, and it knows mankind 
too well not to do them juftice by 
haviYig a ba4 opinion of them. It re- 
joiceth in a<9ts of hcroifm which are 
mifcalled iniquity, and has too much 
ingenuity to pay any regard to truth, 
a ftrift adherence to which is infal- 
libly an indication of deficient parts 

and 



J 4' 
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and abundant fhipiditjT. The fieiy 
genius of the Red Night*Cap is not 
Tike a horfe or an afs made to bear 
any thing ; whilp To far from believ- 
ing all things, it does not even be« 
lieve in God, and cannot endure to 
be ferioufly told of fuch chimeras as 
Virtue, Religion, and a World to 
come. As to the never-failing part 
of Charity, it is not half (o inMIible 
as the Red Night-Cap, for even the 
Pope himfelf ha^ been obliged to ac- 
knowledge its infallibility, and many 
of the Saints in his calendar, nay, 
the Virgin Mary have been com- 
pelled to wear it. This juxta-pofi- 
tion places the matter fairly before 
the underftandbg. Let me now alk. 
Could Charity be converted into a 

broad- 
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broad-brimmed hat retaining all the 
properties afcribed to it by the Tent* 
maker, whether a wife man would 
hot chufe to coyer his head with a 
Red Night-Cap ? 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

AUTHENTICITY OF THIS WORK—KEY TO 
FRENCH POLICY.— FRATERNIZATION.— 
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.— EULOGY OF 

TUMBLEDUNG. RATIO OF KILLING 

OUR GENERALS.— DEATH OF MARAT.— 
HJS FUNERAL HONOURS.— MY MOTHER 
APPEARS TO ME TWICE IN A VISION. 

1 LEAVE FRANCE. BECOME A 

MAHOMETAN AND CADI AT SMYRNA. 
—CONCLUSION. 






TT THEN I confider the arduous 
^ ^ talk I have undertaken, not 
only to lay before the world an ac- 
count of my life and adlions, but the 
fecret hiftory of my heart, interfper- 
fed fo frequently with the charafters 
and conduit of thofe eminent men 

who 
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who were my coadjutors, without 
omitting a fummary relation of many 
extraordinary events which ftand' 
prominent in our annals for near four 
years,' I muft acknowledge it gives 
me pleafure to find that my labours 
are drawing towards a conclufion* 

For what relates to myfcif, I have 
turned my mind infide out to the 
Public^ as fairly as the ingenious Mr, 
BARRiNGtbN ' turned" infide out the 
pockets of the lefs ingenious Mr. 
Gray J with the very inftrument the 

> 

former devifed and the latter exe- 
cuted. Authenticity, the true touch- 
ftoneof hiftorical merit, will be found 
better here than in any of the nume- 
rous publications occafioned by our 

% 

numeroub 
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numerous Revolutions, Others have 
written but as Speflators^ I claim the 
dignity of an A£tor. Much of what 
I relate I have created, and may 
therefore, without prefumption, af- 
fcrt a fuperiority over every other 
Relator of Fadls, quorum pars magna 
Jut. Although a little partiality for 
my beloved Countrymen may per- 
haps be now and then difcemible, it 
has never induced the willmg mif* 
tatemcnt c^ any important tranfac- 
tion, or any inference glaringly tinc- 
tured with prejudice. The ftation 
I now occupy, and the country I 
relide in, fb detached from, and inde- 
pendent of my own, remove from my 
mind any apprehenfions of expofing 
myfelf to inconvenience or danger 

from 
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from the rcfentment of Frenchmen, 
who may affeCt to think they have 
been milreprefcnted, or their names , 
treated with too little refpeft in the 
courfe of my ConfefHons. 

From what has been communi- 
cated, a Reader of common fagacity 
may find a Clavh to the true meaning 
of many tranfaftions which other* 
wife would remain inexplicable. By 
taking our words in a fenfe exaftly 
oppofite to their ufual acceptation, and 
our theory as the very reverfe of out 
praftice, he will penetrate at once to 
the bottom of the my ftery. He will 
find the nominal Government of Re- 
prefcntatives in the Convention means 
the real Government of the Mob who 

eleded 
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elcdled them ; he will find our Courts 
of Juftice, Tribunals for the^cquijtxal 
of the Guilty, and thceCOijidcmnation 
of the Innocent r and.our mild Qirdi-' 
nances , q uemlibet oceidunt popi^larlter^ 
like the laws of Draco, written all 
in blood : he will find our Equality- 
means pulling down all that is called 
refpedable or facred in fociety , , to 
level it \$7ith all that is vile and igno- 
minious ; arid our Liberty the mofl 
confummate Defpotifm. When we 
recommended peace, we were prepar- 
ing towage war ;, and while we pro- 
fefled to make mankind free, we were 
forging for them the moft intolerable 
fhaekles^ 



But 
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But our policy at leaft defer ves ad- 
miration. By pacific profeffions wc 
lulled the Nations which were weak 
enough to believe us into a ftate of 
fecurity and torpor, and immediately 
took advantage of their credulous 
ofcitancy. Add to this, that we could 
not exift in a ftate of pacification. 
Where could we find employment 
for our turbulent Millions but in war ? 
When agriculture is fo much ne- 
glefted that we are threatened every 
month with famine, from our Plow- 
men being converted into Politicians, 
how could thefe fwarms of idle gap- 
ing boobies find fubfiftence without 
being difperfed into the countries of 
our neighbours ? With what addrefs 
did we not cherifli difcon tents, foment 

fedition, 
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fedition^ and diiieminate our vilionary 
projcfts of Reformation even in 
England, that beft governed, moft 
free, and happy Kingdom in the 
Univerfe? With what true Gallic 
alacrity did we not pledge ourfelves 
to dethrone her King, and fend a 
Citizen General, with our Ragamuf- 
fins and her own, to give new laws 
to Great Britain, and riot in the 
Royal Apartments at St. James's ? 

With what genuine Democratic au- 
dacity did we not hurl the gauntlet 

at the face of every Sovereign and 
Regal Government in Europe ; 
and with what incomparable hypo- 
crify did we not afterwards complain 
that they attacked and invaded us ? 

The 
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The wretched people of Savoy 
firft felt the benefit of our kind Fra- 
ternization. After we had drained 
her poverty to the laft f^d penny; 
after our troops, like a whirlwind, 
had fwept away her cottages, her 
corn, her cattle, and her inhabitants ; 
we refolved to turn our arms towards 
the North, and iu the fame manner 
to fraternize the Brabanters. 

As the full meaning t)f this new 
term may not perhaps be perfeftly un- 
derftood by all my Readers, let them 
take the following explanation. 

Shocld any Prince refufe to accept 
our parchment for money, or to let us 
new-model his Government, we com- 
plain of his iufolence, and the ill treat- 

VOL, lit K ment 
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ment we have received from him, Wc 
denounce him by a decree of the 
Convention as our enemy, a Tyrau^^ 
and a Defpot. We declare his fub- 
jefts to be our brethren, abfolved 
from their bonds of allegiance and 
fidelity, and free from that moment ; 
and that we are going to make war 
upon the Defpot only, not upon the 
people, who are- always to confider 
themfelves as our brothers. Imme- 
diately upon this, fifty or a hundred 

thoufand of our brave Sans Culottes 
invade his dominions, overturn the 

altars, bury dead horfes or pigs 
under the communion-table of the 
great church, ravage the country, 
fack the towns, burn the houfes, rob 
the men, ravifli the women^ let the 

Defpot 
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Defpot cfcape, and flaughter the 
people. As the war is made oiily 
againft the Tyrant, it is not neceflary 
to fay thatuo injury is intended againti: 
his fubjedls. 

After thcfe juft and unavoidable 
a^s of hoftility, we convene the mi- 
serable remnant of the natives who 
have efcaped from our heroic fury in 
Ibme public place. We firft make 
^1 eloquent harangue of conddcrable 
length, which always gives great 
iatislaftion, in praife of our own 
lenity and moderation ; then we give 
them an embrace, clap a Red Nights 
Cap on their heads, take away all 

their arms and money, pronounce 

K 2 fhcm 
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them free, and our brothers ; fo in 
this manner they zrtfraternized. 

It muft be allowed, that taking 
the matter in a certain light/ they are 
our Brothers, that is, as Cain was 
the Brother of Abel, for Cain mur- 
dered his dear Brother Abel. Were 
I to attempt an anfwcr to every ac- 

cufation and inve£tive which has been 
poured out upon us fince the year 
1789, I fliould have no right to con- 
gratulate myfelf upon the profpeft of 
concluding my labours. I might 
begin, but I know not where would 
be the termination. Of a few which 
are eafily obviated, I (hall condcfcend 
to take fome (light notice. 

We 
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. We hear on every fide that our 
firft fteps were wrong, and that we 

,have advanced in the mire only to 
flounder deeper. Thefe Speculatifts, 
thefe cool pen-and-ink Foliticians tell 
us, we (hould have limited the Regal 
Power, not have abolifhed Royalty, 
and cruelly murdered our benevo- 
lent, our public- fpirited Sovereign ; 
and that our barbarity to his calum-r 
niated Queen, and unoffending Chil- 
dren, is unprovoked, unexampled, 
and hideoufly atrocious ; that we 
ought to have removed theoppreffive 
Seigaeural Rights of our Nobles, not 
have exiled or maflacred them, and 
efpecially thofe excellent men who 
of fueh rights had made a voluntary 
furrender ; that we fliould have 

K 3 fettled 



1^8 THE €ONFK8srON5 OT 

fettled a competent provifiorv for our 
Curates hy fbme new funid^ or have 
waited at kaft till hj the death of 
the iucumbenis. Church Revenues 
too exorbitant Fevcrtcd to the Com- 
mmiity, not have plundered our 
Biihops without mcrey, and hanged 
them or cut their throass after- 
wards^ 



As one (hovt aniwer may ferrc to 
difpateh thcfc three objections at once^ 
I fhall give k. When any mcafure 

h neceflary, the moft fpcedy method 
of efTcdling it k bcft. CoiJd a 
Lacedemonian, thegreatefi: enemy 
to prolixity^ have devifed any more 
expeditious than that which we 
adopted > Suddfea Death ? Tbey tell 
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^ti^ b^lides^ that we flvould have ex* 
empted the poor from taxes, and left 
:thc rkh to fupply them, not have 
quadrupled our public expeiices, and 
left none able to pay thenar Do tbev 
not know^ then, that no man in 
Fraxce pays any thing but as he 
choofes, which is Liberty, or when 
compelled by the pike or the bayonet^ 
another fpecies of it ; becaufe we call 
thefe compulibry contributions, not 
by the odious name of Taxes, but 
Loans and Free Gifts, though the 
Loan is never paid back, and the Free 
Gift is always extorted; and what 
can be more fatisfadory to a free 
people^ as the French now are?. 

K 4 We 
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We are aiked, with a fort of tri- 
umphant infolence, Did fuch furious* 
excefles, fuch favage licentioufnefs, 
fuch cxecrabfe cruelties ever before 
prevail in any civilized country ? 
Why — Yes. Greece, where Dc- 

Si 

mocracy flouri(hed, was often in a 

condition almoft as diftra^fled. Was 
Rome much better during the pro- 
fcriptions of Marius and Sylla ? 
and after the death of C^sar, under 
the bloody Triumvirate ? or at the 
irruption of the Scourge of GoD^ 
Attila, Genseric, and their fue- 
oeflbrs ? Was Jerusalem upon 
rofes when torn within by the fac- 
tions of John and Simon, and in- 
vefted wiihout by the Legions of 
7 IT us ? In that City a mother was 

compelled 
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eompelled to eat her own child from 
hunger; our Ladies eat the children 
of their enemies to fatiate their re- 
venge, or to prove their civifm. The 
cafes are widely different. Was 
England a Paradife when Ycrk 
and Lancaster drew forth their 
battles, or in the Civil Wars of King 
Charles and his Parliament ? But 
to bring things nearer to our own 
aira, when the Fifty Sons of Mitley 
Ismael defolated their country with 
fifty civil wars all together, was the 
condition of Morocco much lefs ca- 
lamitous ? No— We have the plea- 
fure tb reflea, and it is the true 
folamen miferis, the foft balm to the 
afflided, that other nations have had 
their periods of adverfity, and that 

K 5 they 
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thev wanted but our wunvbers ancf 
our fpirff to be nearly as involved and^ 
ferocious a& we arc. ' 

B u T h uman wifdom, human logic^ 
hitttian crimination arc not fufficient *r 
the Artillery of Heaven muft alio be 
dranvn down upon us. Divine 
vcngeaiiee, we are told, feas already 
overtaken us, not only in th« multi- 
plied miseries we laboiiir under, but 
in the particular puniflimcnc of the 
very individuak wha were moft ia- 
ftrucnentafl in bringing zboxit 6ur 
barbarous Revolutionsr Our Generals 
and Officers (they fay), tbofe double- 
traitors, falfe to their oaths aud their 
}^aoui> are to a man pro&ribed, ioi* 
prifoaed; or beheadedrWby, granted— 

I kSK)W 
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I kiiow. nothing about divine venge- 
ance, nor ever will believe in fuch 
fuperftitious folly ; but I know the 
fete of thefe men does not proceed 
from any celeftial interpofition, but 
frpm the very nature of Democracy, 
which has been the fame in all ages 
^ and countries, and will for ever con- 
tinue to be the fame ; for which rea- 
*" Ion Soldiers who have , comm on feu fe 
ihould be of all men the moftavcrfe to 
it. What faid the excellent Phocion, 
when dragged on a* hurdle to aa un- 

jjaft death by the People of Athens ? 
^^Hunc exitumpkriqm cldrl virihabu- 

enmtAfhentenfes^\% Nepos has tranf- 

Hated it, *' Such muft be the exit of 

♦< all eminence where there is fuch a 

*^Conftitutionj ai>dLiber5y l^keoursi" 

K 6 Demo- 
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Democracy is a kind of dunghilf, 
which cherifhes nothing hut vv^eds 
to grow to any height in it. 

We are afked tauntingly, Where is 
Orleans ? Where is La Fayette ? 
Where isPETioN ? Where Brissot ? 
WhereCoNDORCET?WhereMARAT? 
Where Tom Paine ? Where a fhou- 
fand others, once fo popular, now fo 
detefted ? I anlwer, Eouality is in 
a dungeon ; fome have fled, fome are 
imprifoned, many are hanged, my 
Fylades is aflaffinated, and Tom 
Paine is in a quarry-hole. But I a(fc, 
Is it not natural ? Was it not expell- 
ed ? Could it be otherwife i Does 
any human creature wonder at their 
fate, or pity them ? 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, then, our adver- 
faries prefumc to tell us, that wc 
have done nothing but to bring ii>- 
dellble difgracc and durable woe 
upon ourfelves ; and to confirm, by 
our example, the fubjefts of Govern- 
ments the moft arbitrary to acquielce 
under any mode of being governed, 
rather than expofe thcmfelves by re- 
bellion to that wild and capricious 
ftate of oppreffion which always re- 
fults from anarchy, or the fupremacy^ 
of the rabble. 

Is it then nothing to have deraci- 
nated a fu per Aitious faith, and a {3^(6 
lyftem of enervating morality ? Is. it 
nothing to have invefted with the 

robes of legiflation, aqd to have 

placed 
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placed on the benches of juftlce, an 
ignorant and fturdy banditti/ who ia 
the dull courfc of former ufage would 
enly have been configned to the 
gallies or the executioner ? Is it no- 
thing to have demoliflied in a few 
jaaonths thtt awfut fabric of focial 
Cv)iiCor^ which the painfuljrefearcheSy. 
the united experience of fo much 
rfalfe virtue^ learning,, and wifdom,. 

had endeavoured to cikblifli: for fo 
many; centuries* ? Is novelty nothing F 
Is a thrice-told tale mojpe ifttfpeftiiig, 
than a frefli and lively invention. ? Is 
^ re^oratioR' of Paganiltn nothing F 
-N0lthiog.to make.manyt Gods of our 
own, ifnftead <^ allowing that ooe 
God was our Creator/ F/B^t above all^ 
isjc Okothiog (o. have; rendered the 

name 
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name of Frenchman as tremendous 
to human nature as^ hurricanes, vol- 
.eanoesy and earthquakes ?: Let thefe 
interrogatories be anfwered^before our 
antagonifts come forward again witb 
new cafuiftry and frefh. aflertions. 

Haying fhewnr how little weightr 
there is in the arguments, of our op- 
ponentSy I wiH now fhew how little 
Cruth there is in fbme of their a^e- 
^erationsy. 

Every writer (they affirm)^ o£ 
candour and information who was an^ 
Advocate for our Revolutipn at firft,. 
particularly in Engi^and, rettadla 
his opinion, axid either vindicates h|s^ 
original fen timents by declaring th^t 

the 
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the abufes of our former flavifli 
Government required Reformation^ 
but that our cxcefles have gone be- 
yond all imagination ; or he aflerts, ^ 
that our nominal Conftitution being 
but a line for us to deviate from, we 
are aduated by cruel frenzy only, 
and muft be left to grope our v^ay 
through Chaos and Anarchy in the 
dark as we got into it ; and fo he 
leaves us. That fome Writers, and 
perhaps of the above defcrlption, 
have a£led in this tergiverfive manner 
I deny not j but it is not the cafe 
with alL 

The ingenious Traveller Mr. 
Richard Twiss, better known in 
England by the name of Tumsle- 

DUNG, 
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DUNG, from his foiidnefs for that 
Infefl of which he has publifhed 
the Natural Hiftory, has never re^ 
ceded from his early opinion in our 
favour. He was too much frightened 
it is true to leave his garret, and be a 
ipeflator of our maflacres in Auguft 
and September, but he had the plea- 
fure, in eafe and fafety, to view the 
carnage afterwards* How congenial 
are his fentiments with our own i 
•' There is (he fays) fomething dif- 
" gufting, perhaps, in feeing a fingle 
*^ dead bodv, but thoufands of carcafes. 
^' in a heap, and tumbled all together,. 
* • excite rather a pleafurable fenfation/*" 
No infidel can fpeak with more con- 
tempt of our Religion, or exprefs 
more philofophical fatisfadtion at the. 

defpoiling 
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defpoiliflg of our Churches*^ Hc^ 
does he extol the amiable,^ the pa^ 
triotic fiercencfs of the Fair Seir^ 
who not only ripped up the vitals of 
the Swiss they had murdered, bat 
wore their bloody fliirts for turbans^ 
and lirved up their joints broiled or 
roafted as a repaft for their little in^^ 
nocent» hungry families f He does 
not proclaim that he was aii 
^f^tbnefi&piagffs, but he cfearly does^ 
not difapprove of Canibalifm, and by 

implication recommends the experi-* 
ment ^^ 

* It may be faid^ that haviiig paid' 
for his paflport at the Secretary of 

* To read hl$ Tour, would not one ima- 
gine he was rendering back the reeking fleams 
his effigy had inhaled at the bottom of fo 
ujany chamber-utenfils in Ireland ? 

Statc*s^ 
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State's Office iu LaNDON, and hav- 
ing, got it for nothixig at Paris, 
the CQjntraft was enough to difguft 
and ince^fe him agamfl: his native 
\^ountry, and to juftify his wiftiing to 
foe it as mifcraWe as France ; but 
this ought not to impeach his impart 
liality ; for can it he conceivcdV thac 
the faving of forty fjiilldngs could 
counter* balance all the terrors he 
fmek under durti>g the dek^s he ck^ 
pcrienced before he coiild procure his 
pernuffion to depart from us ? His 
fcntimeiits clearly flow from his un- 

derftanding and his principles. Over- 
lookedy negkifled^ or derided, as he is 
at home, I cannot forbear to profefs. 
myfelf his well-wi(her. May he 
difcover new tribes of Beetles, Pif- 

tnire.5^ 
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mires, and Tumbledungs t May the 
Fungus, the Ragweed, and the Toad- 
ftool develop to him all their latctA 
beauties, and flourifh in the paths 
before him I May the Dunghills of 
France conceal nothing from his- 
botanical refearches r and in the arms 
of his favourite Madame Terroign^b 
may he beget a Kttle race of Natu- 
ralifts and Homicides ta cherifli 'the 
infedt tribes of the earth, and to de- 
populate the human fpecies I 

r HAVE made it a rule in this work 
to touch but lightly upon events 
which have been detailed in our owa 

Newfpapers, or in the Gazettes of 
other Nations ; for which reafon I 
have not dwelt upon our military 

operations > 
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operations^ or the progrefs of* our 
arnoa. What looked moft like order 
and fyft^m in our Campaigns was, 
that we left the flaughtcr of our pri- 
vate men to the enemy, and took 
upon ourfelves the kiUing our Gene- 
rals, For about €very thoufarid do- 
ftroyed in the field, we cut oiF the 
heads of about a dozen Commanders 
on the fcaffold j and this proportion 
has been all along obferved pretty 
exaftly* Fortune has changed her 
afpeft towards us fince Citizen 
DuMOURiER befpoke his fupper at 
Amsterdam in January laft, and 
Great Britain was to be frater- 
nized the February following. Three 
ftrong frontier towns^ in the pofleilicxi 
of the enenoy, put our people fo much 

out 
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out of humour, that we were obliged 
to order a number of executions, to 
reftore the Capital to its ufual gaiety, 

France is in a conftant pleurify, and 
the only medicament to keep her 
healthy, is to let out her blood co- 
pioufly* 

BvT a domeftic occurrence about 
this time entirely diverted the public 
attention from fleets and armies, 

and all apprcheniions of foreign in- 
va(ion. 

The death of Marat, the amiable 
Marat, that friend to the extirpa- 
tion of hts countrymen, was an event 
entirely unexpected. His power and 

popularity 
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popularity wer'e in their meridian 
when his Country loft him* 

On the 13th of June 1793, he feD, 
pirpurtus veluti cumjlos^ by the po- 
niard of Charlotte Co rue, k 
Female Fanatic, who lufFcred for it 

tipon a fcaffold with all th« refolu- 
tion of a Chriftian Martyr. Blood- 
thirfty Woman 1 O deed for ever to 
be detefted ! O name for ever exe- 
crable 1 Smiles were all her repen- 
tance, and to meet death with firm- 
nefs her contrition. She called him 

* 

Monfter too, and having delivered 
the world from him, reiigned her 

breath with indifFerencc. Miftaken 
Enthufiaft t France has millions of 
fuch Monfters. Thunder may crufli, 

the 
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the earth may gape and fwallow us, 
but we laugh to think of human 
means for our extinftion. Thy Fel- 
low-Citizens, my dear, my mur- 
dering, and murdered Friend! did 
not forget thee. More than the 
Pagan honours of the Pantheon were 
decreed to thee ; thou waft deified, 
they made thee a God, and gave thee 
the pas of the fuppofed Saviour of the 
world. Let not thy fpirit complain, 
my Pylades \ though it fliould 
hereafter be configned to the Devil, 
for thy confederates on earth exalted 
thy remains above the Devil's Mafter. 
Robespierre turned pale at thy 
exit, yet with the ufual fervour of his 
ffiendfhip, voted thee a whole heca- 
tomb of human vidims to appeafe thy 

manes. 
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manes. Tom Paine fkulked, and 
has ever fince hid himfelf in a quarry • 
bote, where ravens miniftcr to him. 
There he trembles at the uplifted 
vifionary dagger which his eloquence 
has fo often pointed againft the bo- 
fom of Kings and Tyrants. 

ViviT pofi funera virtus. Even 

the carcafe of my Pylades retained 

fome of his living virtues. Thefe 

eyes beheld the boy, the little fmil- 

ing Cherub who fuflained the civic 

wreath over thy deified temples, fink 

down and expire by the ftench which 

iflued from thy leprous anatomy. 

Thou waft a mankiller and a wo- 

mankiller when alive, and thou didft 

kill a child, after the dagger of 

VOL. ir. L Char- 
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Charlotte had killed thee. Fare-' 
wcl, Epitome of thy Countrymen ! 
Adieu, moft admirable of all Re- 
formers ! I can no more ; let my tears 
fpeak the reft for me. 

The premature end of this great 
man fpread a confiderable alarm 
among us : when one deer is ftruck, 
the whole herd begin to prick up 
their ears, and to look about them, 
Robespierre's terrors, who was 
known to be a coward, would not 
have been regarded ; he went about 
muttering, " If Marat will not fa- 
•' tisfy them, where can virtue be 
*^ fecure ? Lord ! Lord ! the Devil 
*' preferve me ! my turn will be . 
*' next;* We laughed at this, but 

Dan- 
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of France is overturned, her prin- 
ciples are rooted out, and her realbn 
lies buried ; the prefent generation 
cannot live to fee that refurreftion. 

Whether Austria will reft: fa- 
tisfied with the recovery of Lorrain 
and Alsace; whether Prussia will 
compound for money, or the poffef- 
fion of a diftridt; whether England 
will be content to occupy our har- 
bours, and to annihilate pur navy ; 
are events repofing perhaps in the 
womb of futurity, Defperation is our 
goad, nor are our internal enemies 
lefs defperate. Prifoners on both 
fides muft perifh by the executioner. 

Ouft 
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Our great conteft at home is now 
between Republicanifm and Demo- 
cracy, or between the Tyranny of 
many, and the Madnefs of all, for the 
Royal Caufe in France has but un- 
plucky fupporters ; yet there is cer- 
tainly but one remedy for all her 
calamities, and that (having now no 
further intercft in their continuance) 
I hefitate not to declare, can only be 
found in the Restoration of 
'Royalty. 



THE END, 
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